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DEDIC'ATION.

T O

EDWIN LASCELLES, Eso;

SIR,

T is not without reafon obferved, that the le{s a Writer
fpeaks of his own performances, the more likely they
-are to be efteemed by his Readers.

This is a remark, which vanity thould ever have in
view; but alas! felf is fo important a being at all times,
more efpecially in {cholaftic attire, that it often becomes
deaf to all falutary admonitions, and would rather facrifice
chara&er, than furrender one favourite notion or egotifm.

a Self,
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Self, is a fubje&, that requires peculiar delicacy, con-
cerning which, few have been able to fpeak with grace and
dignity fince the days of Czfar, who fhone as illuftrious in
the elevated republic of learning, as he did in the arduous
departments of war and government.

The firt perfon in gramtﬂatical fpeech, thould be the:
laft in perfonal di¢tion; and he, who appears at the great
tribunal of the public, without awe and refpe, thews a
temerity, no lefs repugnant to prudenée, than difgufting
to modefty. -

Such as may be addicted to difplay their own approbation,
Jet the world corre&, although fome ought to fhare its
pity, becaufe untravelled in experience, they might be
wifer in time.

With you, Sir, and thofe Gentlemen to whom I have
the honor and happinefs to be known, I flatter myfelf,
there may be lefs need of apology for this my prefumption,
as they will, I humbly confide, give me fome credit for in-
tentions, however inadequate the fuccefs.

As none among the living are more entitled to this ad-
drefs, than the owner of thofe embellithments which fo
elegantly characerife the domains of the mufe, now under

' defcrip-
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defcription; fhe is made joyful in the oppoftunity of ex-
prefling her gratitude, for the exercife fo nobly given her,
in your wide difplay of fuch genuine tafte.

That you may long enjoy thofe pleafurable fcenes which
nature and you have raifed and patronized, is the fervent

with of
S IR,

Your moft devoted Servant;.

From the foot of Parnaﬂ'us,g

2oth May, 1782. The M USE,

INTRO:
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INTRODUCGCTION.

HE dangers of poetry have been announced, owned, and exem-

plificd in a variety of inftances. The black catalogue of its vota-

taries, configned to want, is an awful Pharos to deluded genius. If in-

Apiration finds its poffeflor poor, it is more than probable it will leave

4im fo. Compofition in poetry may occafionally follow bufinefs, but it

is by no means mifcible with it ; hence it is no enviable quality in youth,
whofe profpeds are either profeflional, commerce, or altive life.

As a parent, few would with a fon to inherit an acre of Parnaffus, or
%0-be favoured with a fingle fmile of the Mufes, unlefs he courts them -
Jate, and makes the tuneful train fubfervient to his call and leifure.

‘Under this predicament, he may innocently amufe himfelf and otherss
may foften manners, cultivate benignity, and fometimes inftruct in the
fterner virtues. But alas, what poet can refift, when vigorous fancy
impels? Who can refufe the verdant wreath, although it were to wither
on his brow?, . . ‘

b There
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There is in Dodfley’s Collection, a poetical warning from the dangers
of poetry, well worthy the perufal of every infant mufe. It humour-
oufly and forcibly fets forth, what we now fuggeft, the power of ab-
forption, even to the derangement of every other purfuit. The like idea
is couched in the fame work, in the Poet’s Farewell to the Mufes; but
the author to whom it is afcribed (the late Judge, Sir William Blackftone)
dextroufly in time emancipated himfelf from its fafcinating fhackles,,
to the well-known emolument of the public.

When poetry is taken up late and wfed as a toy, it then becomes more
" than amufement, for if good and moral, the public fhares in the profit,,
and time is fenfibly, at leaft innocently, occupied. But beware as a pradti-
tioner of its alluring dangers, and guard againft that abfolute monopoly
of the man, it is fure to attempt, if not to accomplith. With a fmall for-
tune it is doubly perilous, and to a man of bufinefs, interrupting. To.
quote many inftances would be ncedlefs. Let Dryden, Otway,and others of
more modern date, the haplefs Savage and Shenftone, ftand as beacons,
whofe bias to the Mufes, fcattered every idea of laudable induftry and ex-
trication. ‘If ficHon be the foul of poetry, calamity may be faid to be its
body. But if genius preffes irrefiftibly to action, the Poet.fhould beware
of the loofe and licentious vein, for te be peftilent in the duit,and there-
by tranfmit poifon to pofierity, is of all bequefis the moft to be repro-
bated. That flood of vice, at which memory revolts, which threw
down every mound of miodelty in Chatles the Second’s time, is not to
be reviewed without horror and deteflation. Nor can it be.thought a
due atonement to pofierity, that -a noble author in his dying hours,
wept, trembled, and repented of his proftituted entail. To combat
under the banner of viriye, is magnanimous at all times, and though it
ds ;hut feeble morality to preach’ eceafipnal diffimulation, yet there is
¢ven comparative merit'in the femblance of virtue, though nat a praci-
gal convert. But whil I endeavoyr to perfoade from: the pragtice of
poetry, let me not degrade its admirers, for it feems to me, that the af-

fertion
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fertion of the Avon-Bard, in refpeét to mufic, is equally applicable to
poctry. < Let no fuch man be trufted.”” In a woman, the art {cems more
amiable, and to be one of thofe accomplithments rather to be defired.

The Mufes are fetmnme, and fhe only affociates in charaéter. But in man,
when ¢ his eye in a fine phrenzy rolls,”” there is dxﬂiculty and danger ;
and chofen muft bé that Poet’s fituation, who {hrinks not at its attacks,
and whofe relifh is competent at the time to difcharge his ideas, or relieve
by poefy his cares, without prejudice to himfelf or others, and who by
the tender touches of his creative pen, can give coinage to his cmanauons,
in the fcrvmc of mdlgence and WOe-'wom dlﬂl’efa '

It hath been Qbfervcd, that few men eminent in the Law were Poets:
The ‘ﬂatutcs of Helicon and thofe of Weftminfter, do not coalefce. The
one is the growth of an inclofure; the other, of the expanded plains and
hexghts of empire. Upon'this principle it may be probably folved, why
fo few Philofophers have appeared from the Learned Body of the Long
Robe. 1 fpeak of its praditioners, for excepting Lord Bacon, who ftands
a monument of Fame, few others are to be found, whilft there appears
a copious harveft among Phyficians and Divines, i alioft every civiliz
ed country. It has alfo been remarked, and‘I think by Bayle, that there
is not an inftance throughout the records of the Remith: ‘Chusch, of a
Saint being made from the venerable difpenfers of the law. Perhaps, {o
wife a body difdained being the objects of fuch legendary trath, as
in fome inflancés would difgrace the mind of aninformed Hottentot,
and which falls fo infinitely below any femblance of fenfe or truth. I
hath beer' 'but too frequently obvious, that the qualitics of the'Read
move exceatrie to the virtues of the hearts nor to fuch unfiltered cha-
raters doth the depuration of time avail; and, ¢ few men, (fays the
¢ Reverend '} Granger, under the article Saint Thomas Becket) have
<¢ done more mifechief in the world than a great part of -thofe that have
¢ been .caponizéd for Saints; who were not only bigots but incendiaries
% and perfecutors.””  But I am now perhaps miftaking my way, and. fhall
- no
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no longer trefpafs upon tender. ground, or in other.words, I muft learn
to reftrain my pen and proceed in charaé’ter, to my more immediate
fubjcc'l' :

- In our progrcﬁ along the fhores of the river, S. E. we meet with httle’
to arreft i inquiry, till we come to Bolton: Priory, fave a flupendous cragg

at Kilnfey. This pro;c&mg cliff is fituated near the high road from Ket-
tlewell to Skipton, and gives the timid paflenger fome alarm on account

of its impending form. Such pcxfons as have not feen anraltar, (for
with me this place is always a memento) may have fome_idea of -the
ftrength of that fortrefs, upon a fmall fcale, by fuppoling it environed
by the like impregnable -barriers as Kilnfey cragg, three-fourths of its
limits in the expofed parts of the garrifon, and farther-defended on the
Eaft (ide, looking towards the Mediterranean, wholly by.a perpeadlcular
rock, which only wings could mount on that fidee Wherever Nature
has.left a dnfe&, Art has fugpllcd it with almoft equivalent fccumty

Ne&r to Kilnfey -cmgg is Chapel-Houfe, thc reﬁdence of Jphn 'l en-
mut, Efg; Barrifter at Law, a neat and commodious manfion, of which
the family hath been long 'in pofleflion, and from its appearam;c feems
the paramount- of retirement of this diflrict, : L

'Hitherto we -have,onl‘y remarked upon inanimate Nature; but, in an
-adjacent village, there was a living fubject of curiolity in the perfon and
«charaer; of the late Rev. Benjamin Swith, B.D. Recor of the Mediety
.of Lintanin Craven, that may deferve our notice. This Gentleman was
a fcholar and a reclufe, yet reputed one of the beft dancers in England.
‘He'commenced the art at an early age, continued the practice with its
refinemcents throughout life, and occafionally travelled to the continent
‘toiretouch, and report the laft fathionable airs. He daily. exercifed in
".private at home, to a ruftic fiddle, but with this pecaliarity, as I have
been informed, in the front of a looking-glafs, with his mufician’s back

turned
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turned towards him. However, one day the fiddler’s curiofity being
excited to the daring prefamption of looking over his own fhoulder at
his mafter’s fteps, the refle®ing mirror gave notice, and the poor man
was accordingly muléted, and occafionally fufpended, for his impru-
dence. The Retor was buried at Linton, the 7th of January, 1777,
aged 79 years. He was eafy in his circumflances, and chiefly laid out
what he acquired, in annuities for his own life. He was half nephew to
the great Sir Ifaac Newton, who was alfo his guardian; the Reor’s
grandfather, Mr. Smith, Rector of North-Witham, in Lincolnfhire,
- marrying Sir Haac’s mother, when a widow. - His clerical income at
Linton, was at moft eighty pounds a year.

Some fymptoms of his being a fingular chara&ter fell under mry own
‘obfervation. Hearing that it was probable he might be in poffeflion of
fome anecdotes concerning his uncle, he was addrefled on the liberal
foundation of thofe commercial ties which govern men in the Republic-
of Letters. As the requeft was couched in 2 cautious ftyle of not giving
offence, and his own vanity being fomewhat concerned in the illuftration
of a family to which he flood connected, I natarally concluded upon
receiving a favourable, if not a fatisfatory anfwer, to my queries; but
in this point I was miftaken, for though his reply came in courfe of
time, not a word was fpecified on the fubje& required. His letter was
fhort, but civil, becaufe it contained an invitation to his table, at twenty
miles diftance: but he execrated the country where he lived, calling the -
men brutes, and obferved that the women were fo be-itched, there was
no fuch thing as touching them. He farther added, that he believed
Providence had placed him there to expiate for the fins of his youth.
Here our correfpondence ended, nor did I ever obtain from him the
{malleft fragment of my purfuit.

The river Wharfe, or Wherf, is faid by Camden to come from the
Saxon word, Guerf, fignifying fwift; and fo far it may be faid to an-
: c fwer
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{wer the defcription, from the many rippling ftreams that it a&'o;d's, and
being too apt, from its quick defcent, to commit violence in its rapid
courfe when flooded.
:‘4:" :
The waters of the Wharfe firft appear on the S. E. fide of the moun-
tain Cam, the Alpine Cenis of the road, from the Northern parts of

Yorkfhire to Lancafter and the adjacent country..

The diftri@ through which the river at firft takes its courfe is moorifh
and wild, neither partaking of the marvellous nor fublime, to exhibit
features worthy of a particular explanation. The firft village on its
banks is Aughterfhaw, whence it paffes by Debdale, Yokenthwaite, Hub-
berham, Buckden, Starbottom, Kettlewell, Cunniftone, Kilnfey, Chapel-
Houfe, Treffield, Linton, Graffington, Burnfal, Appletreewick, Barden-
Tower, Bolton-Priory, and Addingham, where the country becomes
more known and cultivated, and which the Mufe will particularize in her
deftined progrefs. It may therefore fuffice to remark, that afterwards
the river paffes the market-towns of Otley, Harwood, Wetherby, and
Tadcafter, below which laft place, at the %’iznce of about ten miles, it
joins the Oufe (from York) at Nu , to mix its water with
the grand =ftuary of the Humber.

1t feems to be fomewhat remarkable, that the two rivers Wharfe and
Are, which originate nearly together, run a fort of parallel courfe and
difembogue nearly alike, fhould not be more allied in their difpofitions.
The niver Are is flow, more tratable, and {fo mazy in fome parts of
Craven, that it feems doubtful whether it fhould return to its {fpring, or
proceed to the fea. It is alfo remarkable that the derivation of the Are,
from Ara, a Britith word, fignifying flow or calm, according to Camden,
fhould agree fo much in found and character with the torpid river Arar,
(now Soame, in Piccardy, between Amiens and Abbeville) of which

Cixfar fpeaks as a fleeping ftream, whofe motion is fcarce difcernible.
Fluvium
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Kluvium eff quod fertur incredibili lenitate, ita ut oculis in utram pariem fluat
Judicari vix poffit. Commeant. lib. 1..

Thabeft map of the Wharfe is given us in Thorefhy’s Leod. Ducat,
from which I have borrowed the preceding names of the hamlets, al-
- though I have traverfed moft of them myfelf.

What is defined Wharfdale.under common acceptation, and now po-
etical furvey, is from Bolton-Priory to Harwood-Bridge, which nearly
makes Otley the centre, and the meafurement about twenty miles, though
the whole courfe of. the river in its ferpentine line may exceed fixty.

Above the Priory, the charater of the Wharfe becomes arbitrary or
filent, as to naming any diftri& ;. and, below. Harwood, the country ex--
Pands and lofes the diftin@ion. of a valley, though the banks and envi--
rons are flill decorated by the refpe@table feats of Stockeld, Grange,.
Thorp-Arch, Newton,. and laftly by Nunm; the various pre-.
perties of Mefl. Middleton, Beilby Thompfon, Goflip, Fairfax, and
laftly Sir William Milner, Bart. In the fine wood at Grange, belonging
to Beilby Thompfon, ‘Efg; on the great poft road, previous to entering
Wetherby, you have the fingularity of. a Heronry. The Herons here
convene as Rooks, and build high in nearly the fame manner. Near to
Thorp-Arch, belonging to Wilmer Gofip, Efq; is a faline {ulphureous.
fpring of Water, which is yearly growing into fame,

The different fpecies of Fith in Wharfe are Salmon, Salmon-Smelt,
Trout, Grayling, Barbel, Chub, Dace, Gudgeon, and Eel, which lat.
is incomparable. Bclow Arthington are often caught very fine Perch,
and below Thorp-Arch, Pike and Flounder. The Salmon - in this river
are feldom taken in tolerable feafon above Wetherby ;. the Trout in ge--
neral are white, but very fweet; fuch as are red or yellow, are delie
cious in the months of May, June, July, and Auguft,

No
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No river would abound with greater pleaty, even to emulate the
Drave in Hungary, which is faid to-be two parts water, one part fifh,
could an obftrution be put to poachers, who from the temptation of
fale between the devouring places of Leeds and Harrogate, are inceffantly
ufing every engine to deftroy the feveral kinds.

Thus much it feemed neceffary to premife, in order to illuftrate to the
-diftant or.alien reader, in fome degree, our future fubject.

VERBEIA,
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REFLECTION whifpers, and may whifper right,
That partial judgment guides my dazzled fight.
‘What do no {cenes, fays the, with flippant air,

Rob’d by the Graces, his affections fhare?

Doth Memory then, the duteous tafk decline,

Nor found her Pzans at * VErBEe1A's fhrine?

Shall Wharfe's chafte flood, in flighted filence flow,
Nor on its lucid face, one glance beftow ?

That flood on whom all eyes of tafte regale,

The fhepherd’s pride, and angler’s boafting tale?
‘Muft Thames alone the Poet’s garland wear,

Live in defcription, and each honor bear?

® VErseIA was the Roman patronefs of the river Wharfe, as appears by an in-
fcription dug up at likley (the Olicana of Ptolemy) where the fecond cohort of the
Lingones had been ftationed. The ftone is now exifting near the public way in the

village, and is mentioned by Camden,

A . Forgive
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Forgive me, PoLL10, if in mood ferene,
I deck my native banks with cheering green ;.
Beftow a {mile upon the finny itream,
My vernal paftimes and autumnal theme,
Point to the glades where erft my wand’ring fight,
Firft rous’'d the waking dreams of foft delight,
Dreams though of Fairy hue, I trace the time,
And ftrongly recognife the feaft fublime ¢
Fling to the howling winds the murky lore,
That aims to rob me of the precious ftore.

What if Itoyful, with ethereal ray,
Life’s paflage firew to cheat the dreary way,
Or if in Mirth’s fweet bounds, 1 breathe the gale,
Drink at her fount, nor ftep the moral pale.
By all the order of the fpheres I ween,
On that fair ground no peccant {pot is feen.

Let Spain or Sicily their climate boatt,
Britain fhall ceafelefs be my ardent toatt.
If diftant realms their dainty fruit difplay,
Our fertile fields bring produce twice a day.
- Atteft the founding churn, condenfing prefs,
And the prompt luxury of PaLEs’ drefs.

But other bleflings wait this peerlefs e,
Which folely on her hallow’d children ‘fmile,

- And
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And chief our Rights let every mind recal ;
That vital heat and ligament of all.

Come then, my * Ives, and let us now compare
The various fcenery of polifh’d care.
Fly, courteous fly, from Titchfield's focial fire,
Where the foul meets each coming good defire.
For thou haft view’d the riodding defpot’s frowné,
And awful tyrants, flaves to tott’ring crowns.
The fervent funs of Afia’s fpicy glades,
And the black horrors of their {fnaky thades.
Thou who haft {ketch’'d the ftate of diftant climes,
Here mark’d the virtues; there, exotic crimes.—
Safe from Euphrates’ banks, I clafp thee round,
Where panting once thou brav’dft its arid bound.
Safe from Bellona’s feuds with {weet content,
An independence and a life well fpent.

If books, friends, order, nuptial honours pleafe,
Alike fecure, felicity and eafe.
Each fleeting hour brings fome engaging gueft,
Nor preffes to a diftant point of reft.
Happy thyfelf, if others happy be,
Feeling, if others feel adverfity.

-~

® Edward Ives, of Titchfield, Hants, Efq; author of a journey from Perfia to
England, by an unufual rout, the worthy affociate of my early manhood.

But



4 VERUBETIA:

But fome will afk amidft the grouping throng,
Of what complexion is this man of fong?
Nor afk in vain, for I'll the truth difplay,
Nor longer loiter in a doubtful way,
Depict the Poet, mark his birth and cafe,
And all, or nearly all, his rovings trace.

As artifts borrow fome illuftrious name,
And on its wide-fpread Bafe eret their fame ;
So, I, ambitious to adorn a tale,
Muft of expediency myfelf avail.
In yonder fields near Harwoon’s fplendid dome;
Where Pleafure dwells, and Freedom feels at home;
Where Eafe and Elegance their charms combine,
And Sifter-Arts in happy union twine,
I fportive rang’d ; there fipp’d parental dew,
‘When firft lite’s coinage current value knew ;
’Ere Prejudice had fown her choaking tares,
And dafh’d my journey with intrufive cares.
*Twas there in guilelefs hour my race began,
While lib'ral culture train’d me u'p to man.
Thanks to that Care whofe precepts firft infpir'd,
Whofe kindnefs cherifh’d, and example fir'd;
Whofe do¢trines taught with philofophic fkill,
To rein the fallies of a devious will.
So rul'd a Sire his Son with virtuous {way,
And gave to thought full energy to play.

Reft,
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‘Reft, facred Shade! here filial rev’rence raife
This laft memorial of defeCtive praife.

Nor fhall maternal merit reft unknown,
‘While Pheebus condefcends my Mufe to owa,
*Or Duty bids to clafp the mournful bier,

And lends the heaving figh and trickling tear.

"Urg'd by the pomp of words I caught the flame,
‘And daily panted at Pharfalia’s name.
I view’d the victor in-imperial ftate,
I faw him deal a trembling globe its fate.
"Warm in my breaft the Grecian glories glow’d;
‘Bright in my ken, the golden Tagus flow'd;
Nor lefs were Ifchia’s {hores my grateful theme,
‘The Teflin, Tyber, and fmooth Arno’s ftream.
Plac’d in the plain my airy fteps afpir’d,
‘Supremely thron’d the humbler fcenes retir'd.
Each realm I grafp’d, fo works creative fway
‘When vernal vigour fearlefs leads the way.

Thus nurs'd by Novelty and young Defire,
And all thofe charms ideal {cenes infpire,
I launch’d my flender bark with gentle fail,
‘With tide foft flowing, flowing too the gale.

*Twas thus the thirft of travel feiz’d my mind,
‘While Fortune in her fairet form was kind;
B . She
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She gave me health, produc’d a Patron too,

And mildly fweet the circling feafons flew.
Through wide extremes no bar my fpirits found;
Few woes aflail, where Fairies dance around.
Unfetter'd Hope a gay Elyfium brought,

And calm deduction form’d the,School of Thought.
On Europe’s i)oint the fervid ray I bore,

Nor left unfeen bleak Spitfberg’s thiv'ring fhore.
Crofs'd the flow Danube, rapid Rhine and Po,

And fcal’d the Alps, Creation’s ftore to know:.

In moral mood I faw, with wond'ring gaze,
Rome’s claflic ruins, and Vefuvius’ blaze!
Progreflive Fancy ¢v'ry fpot fubdu'd,

Whilft travell’'d fcenes more fober thought review'd.

Forth {wells in clufter’d pomp the viny vale,
And ambient fweets from bloflom’d groves exhale.
Anon thy turrets, Milan, I defcry,

And thine, fair Florence, feftive to the eye.

Now f{ports my foul on Baizs zephir'd wave,

Now culls a flower from Virgil’s facred grave.
Poetic plant! thou vegetative buft

Of tuneful Maro’s ever-honour'd duft.

Methinks, fair flower, in thy rich tints I trace
The Poct’s own {ublimity and grace.

Near his green turf no vulgar ftem fhall grow,

For weeds, {weet Virgil, ne’er was taught to know.

Late
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Late may thy * Laurel emblematic ftand,
The darling trophy of the Mufes’ band..

In varied {cenes where’er I turn my eyes,
Refiftlefs proofs of Nature’s Lord arife;
The defart drear, alike Palermo’s field,
One mighty image of a fiat yield.

What's ‘then the fum? fhall thefe difcourfe in vain,
Nor point a leffon to the giddy train?
Who led by Folly thro’ each mazy wile,
Woo the light maid, and at deftruction {mile.
As fhine the tints of yonder varied fky,
So Paffion floats, and guilty Pleafures fly,
If Reafon rules not as prefiding Queen,
Fell are the monfters of the beck’ning fcene.
Tir'd of the fruitlefs toil, the vapid joy,,
We fet, and fetting own this world a. toy.
Thus fome proud bark the angry ocean braves,
And felf-devoted finks beneath the waves.
Nor lefs the Indian lur'd by {pecious gain,
Impetuous dives into the treach’rous main,
Where fome fair pearl attrats his eager eyes,
Nor dreads the ruin that in ambufh lies.

® Alluding to a laurel tree, which, with poetic propriety, grows near what is
called Virgil’s tomb, in the precin&ts of Naples, kaown to all travellers frequent-
ing thofe parts. The tree was rather 'in a declining ftate, (1760) feemingly owing to
the curiofity of fome, and the fuperflition of others, bringing a branch or leaf with.
them as fpoils of tafte, and trophies of their favourite author.

Yet
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Yet deem not that obliquely I condemn
The foul excurfive, or its flow wou'd ftem;
No, no, my Friend, tis not that I deride,
Mirth’s {fober funfhine, .or its.copious-tide.
Do yon fair fields, in vernal bloom array’d,
Teach Reafon’s eye to court-the.fullen fhade.?
Perufe Creation’s face, her varied hue, )
All but the * fable greets our ravifh’d view.
If to fublimer walks ideas ftray,

Lo! the bright concave and the folar way.
Let forrow-fearching minds with darknefs dwell,
In doleful caverns, or monatftic cell;

Make duft their paper, epitaphs their cheer,
.And daily'mourn away each ling’ring year;
Now fink in fleepy indolence their Life,

'Or now with ev'ry pleafure be at firife;
‘Spurn the kind boon difpenfing Nature lends,
And ever counterat her wifeft ends ;

View Nature’s Lord in Horror’s deep abode,
And with defponding errors ftrew the road;

® It is obfervable, that there is not a black flower in: nature, for fo footy a come
plexion would have but ill anfwer’d the gratification of .the eye. The green flower,
according to our Review of the Botanical World, if not equally expunged from the
Catalogue of Nature, is comparatively rare, although.a different application may here
take place. . _

In the general eeconomy of appearances, this fpecimen would have been redundant,
and almoft invifible in the fields, as furrounded by every gradation of verdure -with
which the earth is univerfally clad.

"Me,
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I wage no war with ought of guiltlefs joy,

And thro’ no jaundic’d medium Furies {py :

But with due rev’rence grateful own the hand

That guides the feafons round a fruitful land.

Like * Grose, with chearful ftrain would I be blefs’d,
Like him for fenfe and candour ftand carefs'd.

Open, like him, a copious ftream to flow,

And give to Science all that volumes know.

But vain the tafk for me his worth to prove,

Whom fages honour, and whom all men love.

Me, better thoughts and other {cenes employ, %

Far as yon diftant 1 fource we now explore,
And trace progreflive Wharfe’s delicious thore:
But muft the Mufe to defert tra&s attend,
And with the lapwing’s clamours idly blend
Her fotter notes? Ah, fhe with ftately mein
Rejects the portrait of a fterile {cene;
To field’s enamell'd, wifely wings her way,
To reap the harveft of a milder ray.
# The very inquifitive and ingenious Antiquary, and Author of Britith Antiquities,

in 4 vol. quarto, whofe poetical portrait will be given by a Friend at the end of
this poem. )

+ See the Introdu&ion, where the fpl"ing and g;rogrefs of the Wharfe is defcribed.

.

C Firft
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Firft to the fight the village Buckton ftands,
The humble fuitor of plain cultur’d lands.
A train of equal order, Sons of Profe,
Too harth for rhyme, a length’ning chain compofe. *

Come then, fweet Fancy, fraught with fober health,
Come, leave behind the low-born cares of wealth;
The niggard fons of rugged Nature’s caft,

The flinty furface, and the ftubborn blaft.

Or yet by Pleafure led, if in Life’s way

Some forms arreft, fome beck'ning Syrens ftray ;
Examine well the gaudy luring fair,

Nor truft the meteor’s meretricious air.

In Devox’s fhades and BoLTon’s cleric fkies, +

We wand'ring glean as objeés cafual rife.
Here:

® The villages of Starbottom, Kettlewell, Cunniftone, Graflington, (corruptedly
Gurfton) Appletreewick, with others of obdurate found, are ranged along the river,
until you come to Bolton Priory, where a better cultivation and induftry begin to

appear.

+ Bolton Priory, in Craven; is the property of the Duke of Devonfhire; but
Jeffries in his map of Yorkfhire, lately publifhed, hath erroneoufly given it to the
Duke of Bolton, probably from the title, and not diftinguifhing it from Bolton Cattle in
Wenfleydale. An almoft fimilar miftake happens in the fame work, in beftowing
-Wefton, lower down the fame river, the Seat of Mr. Vavafour, to Sir Walter Va.
vafour: Errors the lefs pardonable, as fo liude trouble or information was required to

avoid them. Something fimilar to this miftake has happened to the compiler of Magna
Bri.
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Here Holy Gloom her awful fabbath keeps,
And Sorrow’s child in tragic concert weeps ;
Spreads o’er the folemn fcene her fable veft,

While Gaiety in filence finks to relt.
Clear'd

Britannia antiqua et nova, printed 1738, who makes this place the feat and eftite
of a branch of the Scropes, which circumftance is alfo erroneous.

Before you approach this pleafing fequeftered fpot, (Bolton Priory,) you pafs by a man-
fion, fmall but antient, called Barden Tower, to which belongs a chafe ; leaving on the
left, in Bolton Park, a noble and romantic fcene of a water-fall, fuitably furnifhed by
Nature with rocks and. fhrubbery.; an engraving of which is publifhed by F. Vivares,

The Strid, or Stride, falls here likewife under the traveller’s infpection. It is the
cleft of a rock in the bed of the river, through which chafm the Wharfe, in Sume.
mer time, entirely pafles. It was in_ftepping this gulph that the laft male heir of the
family of Romelius (of which more hereafter) loft his life. It is reported to be in
the act of pafling the river dry, which is practicable at this place when in a low ftare,
with a led greyhound; the animal not making its efforts in the paffage of the Strid
at the fame time with its mafter, checked the ftep of the youth, by which he was pre-
cipitated into the torrent and loft. A memento of his tragic end was faid to be pre-
ferved in a piure with the attending dog, 16703 a fﬁbje&, one fhould imagine, too
melancholy to be recorded by either friend or relation of fympathetic feelings.  This
family of Romelius, was reputed to.be very antient, even fo, as to derive their
arigin from Romelius, a conful : If fo, might poffibly defcend from fome of the re-
mains of the Roman body ftationed at Ilkley, about four miles below, upon the fame

river.

But the Author refigns thofe pretentions to fanciful Heralds, who probably might
trace the family, were it living and in wealth, up to Romulus and Remus, the great
founders of the Roman empire. ' Be this as it may, the Houfe of Romelius had vaft
pofleflions, and that extenfive difrit which now goes by the rumbling name (f.
Rumblefs, or Rumballs Moor, formerly went by the more liquid appellation of Ro.
melius’s Moor ; the modern term being only a corrupted contra@ion. The Lady

Romelius, the laft of the family, married into the Houfe of Cliffords.
The
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Clear'd of the mifty fpell that hover'd round
The palfied ruin and the tearful ground ;
The wreck monaftic, fadly awful change!
Where adders lurk, and fpectres nightly range;
}leafon refum’d and Superttition laid,
With the calm dictates of the moral maid,

The refpectable work of the Britifh Antiquities, by too clofely following a miftake
in the original, hath fituated this Priory upon the river Air, inftead of the Wharfe.
It was firlt founded by Cecilia de Romelli, Baronefs of Skipton, in conjunéion with
her hafband, William -de Mechines, grandfon to the King of Scotland, in the year
1120, at Embefca, now Embfay, near Skipton in Craven, of the Order of St. Au-
gufting, and dedicated to the honcur of the Virgin Mary and St. Cuthbert ; but. was
removed to Bolton by Adelizia de Romelli, daughter of the foundrefs, and fifter to
the unhappy -youth whofe cataftrophe we have already related. The fteeple at the
Weft end is a late ereQion, and.-covers the old front where fervice is now performed,
and was begun by the Moores of Haflewood, but never got compleated, as the Mo-
naftry furrendered previous to that time. This Priory was diffolved the 11th of June,
1540, and in 1543 was granted to Henry Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, in which
family it was retained to 1635, when Elizabeth, the daughter and fole heirefs of
Henry, the laft Earl of Cumberland, marrying Richard, the firft Earl of Burlington,
carried the demefnes into that family, whofe daughter Charlotte, fole heirefs, married
in 1748 the Duke of Devonfhire, father of the prefent Duke. There are many coats-
armorial about the edifice, belonging contributors to the foundation, and among them
the Nevils and Percys. There was one ftatue, anno 1670, leaning againft the wall,
reprefenting Lady Romelli. More particulars may be feen in Grofe, Br. Ant.

Tn viewing this place, I felt an awful pleafure feize me. Awful, on account of
the folemn filence and ivyed ruins of excellent mafoury ; Pleafure, from confidering
the weeded worfhip now delivered in happier times of civil and religious liberty,
from the lips of the fcholar and man of pureft piety.

We
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‘We f{cenes review ftrong beaming on our mind,
Of placid Nature, Friend of human kind;
Hang o’er the ftream and Fancy’s fail unfurl,
While balmy gales the liquid furface curl,

And Bloom around, an archetype of Peace,
<Gilds ev'ry thought and ripens every grace.
Thus wrapp'd in verdant veil of ofier'd bo'wr
‘With Silphs attendant on each dangling hour,
‘The objeéts feem an eye-gay of delight,

And fpread prifmatic pleafure to the fight.

Thy woods, my * Middleton, voluptuous treat!
- 'Where the wild chorifters in concert meet,
Swell to the fight; not VALENTINE can fay,
Witnefs ye fporting tribes on every {pray,
That order fickens, or that wrongs invade
Thofe laws which for the tuneful world were made.
Go, Man, and learn at Inftinét’s purer ftock,
The chafter morals of the feather’d flock,
Long may the furtive hands of .fatchell'd boy
Reftrain their rapine, nor your peace deftroy;
* The woods of Middleton with adjoining domains, for there is no family-houfe or
eretion, fave a Chapel for the Romith worfhip, belong to Marmaduke Middleton,
Efq; whofe anceftor, Sir Peter Middleton, Knt. was a perfon of ‘refpe&able con.

deration 'in the reign of James the Firft, and previous thereto, as appears by the
grants and fales of lands in thofe times, in and about the diftrit of Wharfdale.

D ' But
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But harmlefs leawe you to domeftic care,
Love’s tender rites and Nature’s blifs to thare -
Then fhall your mufic found from ear to ear;.
In fervent ftrains, the bleflings of the year..

Muft ILkzey then-in flighted filence pafs,.
Nor once reflect her features in the glafs;
Where Roman polith, Roman arms fubdu'd:
The fierce ferocity of Britain’s brood '
Nor lefs Hycera fhall thy {pring impart:
The balmy fuccours of the medic art..
Flow on, kind ftream, proceed in-fame to heal,.
And may each pallid Nymph thy influence feel ;;
The Swain enjoy thofe calm delights of health,
Superior to the gilded joys of wealth..
Then fhall the rural Bard thy altar raife,
And grateful waft thee thro' a world of. praife.*.
To
¢ The Roman ftation at 1lkley, hath been mentioned in a preceding note. THe-

village is frequented in the fummer feafun, on account of its fpring, iffuing from the
fide of a mountain near to the town.

Whether there are any virtues in the water, more than its purity and the tenuity
of its component parts for internal ufe, by which it may fooner pafs the ut-
moft meanders of circulation, and which gives it a confequent coldnefs in the ufe
of bathing, is a point which the inquifitive muft determine. Certain it is’ that the
waters have no guftable properties, by which their quality or operation may be
afcertained. A reference to the profeffion, or to thofe authors who have treated

upon
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To DenToN now we tend with eafy gale,
And eye a leading * fabric of the vale.
Stately and gay the manly pile appears,
Frefh in the youthful form of modern years.
Rife, Vegetation rife! ye Fountains flow,
Ye Streamlets murmur, and ye Zephyrs blow ;,
AR A jocund

upon the water, might be fatisfattory to the enguiring patients, who are interefted
in its ufe. Many trials are recommended by the faculty, and yearly made, as at all
other fpaws, with various fuccefs. It has acquired a.reputation, and moreover been
long eftablifhed.

An account of the patronage of this church, with a regular feries of its incumbents, .
being curioufly deduced, we fhall fubjoin in a proper place.

On Romelius’ Moor, in the neighbourhood of this plice, are got the famous mill«
ftones which fupply both near and diftant parts. It hath been conjettured alfo, that:
the Britith monuments, -now ftanding near to Boroughbridge, commenly called the
Devil’s Arrows, were brought from this place, as no. other moor within a like or
greater diftance affords ftones of fuch dimenfions entire. It is not fo much the
magnitude of maffy columns that are producible, as.their conveyance, that excites
our admiration, at a time when. mechanical powers were probably. lefs known, and
the roads lefs pradicable. The diftance thefe Arrows muft have been fhot, is at
leaft twenty miles, which only a tight bow, and the family of Armftrongs, could effeét.
Upon thefe occafions, my mind always recurs to thofe ftupendous monuments of
myfery on- Salifbury Plain, called Stone.Henge. A folution of which, the late.
learned and induftrious Dr. Stukeley hath beft attempted.

® The external decorations of this place remain yet in contemplation, which, when
finihed, will be a capital ornament to the country, as it is-already an entertainment
to the eye of the pafling traveller..

The ancient feat and eftate formerly belonged to Lord Fairfax, fequeftered by
early choice in the back fettlements of Virginia, where as I am informed his Lordfhip
now
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A jocund train fhall limpid fountains quaff,

And buxom Dryads {well the rural laugh;

Where Tafte fhall teach the {portive wave to ftray,

And happy Culture lead the mazy way. ,
» Nor

now refides (1781) in the patriarchal flile, at a-very advanced age, on landsformerly
granted to Lord Culpepper of Leeds Caftle, in Kent, from whom thofe eftates
-defcended by the mother’s fide to the Fairfax family,

The old feat, with the appending eftates, were purchafed by the grandfather of
the prefent owner, Sir James Ibettfon, Bart. who hath built an elegant manfion
near the fite of the old one, with f{uitable conveniences and decorations, and is pro-
-ceeding to improve the furrounding glebe, in a character fuitable to the dignity of
the building,

This is the third manor edifice within memory; the firft being confumed by fire, -
from the carelefnefs of .a fervant, anno 1734, having previoufly efcaped deftruion
by war in the grand rebellion from the hands of Prince Rupert, commanding the
Royalifts, when the owner was leading the Republican army. Denton came.to the -
Fairfax family by Ifabel, daughter of Johu Thwaits, Efg.

Thomas, Lord Fairfax,Baron Cameren, in Scotland, General of the Parliamentary
furces, died anno 1671. The genealogy is well illuftrated in Thorefby’s, D. L.

The idea of thefe two impending fates induced a worthy predeceffor of the
prefent occupier, who carried about him fome claflical enthufiafm, to choofe a motte
for the front .of his houfe, wheseby -he deprecates, .that neither the artillery of the -
Aky, the wrath of fire, nor of war, may sgain deftroy.the ftructure.

Nec Fovisira, nec ignis, nec ferrum,

Nor flames, Jove’s wrath, nor war, I fervent proy
May this fair dome in proftrate ruins lay.
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Nor fickens hope that on fome coming day
Such promis’d fcenes will crown my future lay.

Long mutual may the happy tafteful pair
The ripening beauties of their labours fhare.
E Lo!

But Ovid is even bafhful when compared to Nzvius the Roman Dramatic Poet,
in the epitaph he compofed for himfelf, a long time previous to Latinity being in its
perfection.

Mortalis immortalis flere fi foret fas,
Flerent dive camene Nevium Poctam,
Jtaque poft quam eft orcino traditus Thefauro,
Oblitei funt Rome loquicr Latina lingua.

If Gods the fate of mortals might deplore,
Each Mufe wou’d weep that Nzvius is no more:
All grace of diction with the Bard is flown,

And Rome’s fweet language is in Rome unknown.
Remarks an Cicero’s Cato, printed for J. Dodley, 1773,

Tt was therefore not juft that critical malevolence, fhould pervert the meaning of
this petition to heaven, and conftrue it into prefumption. The prayer was heard,
but the building has been lately erafed by friendly hands, to give way to one of a
more fuperb and extenfive fcale. A perfon, now deceafed, has endeavoured to refcue
his friend’s charaéter from petulant cenfure, by the following poetical paraphrafe,

Regard, Supreme! my upright prayer,
And let me thy. protection fhare.
No immortality T claim,
Nor work atchieve to purchafe fame;
No fabric raife fecure from Chance,
Much lefs fecure from Providence.
Fool! where’s that ftately edifice,
- Can guard againft contingencies?
Can
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Lo! BurLey's ville with glad’'ning ray appears,,
And lawny WesTon bofom’d high in years.
Adorning and adorn'd they verfe elate,

And friendly of the blended fcene partake..

Can baffle great Jehovah’s pow’r, .
Avert his wrath a fingle hour?

The fweeping Tempeft’s fury tame,.
Or quench the Fire’s devouring flame?:
Or when fell Rage embroils a land,.
The ravages of War can ftand?
Refiftlefs thefe, and infecure:

All human art,. all human power:

Then guard, Thou Providence Divine !

This frail fecurity of mine.

Dread Sovereign of Gods and Men,

Be thou my fafeguard as my theme;

Prote& thefe walls from future wafte,

And teach me, from experience paft,

No other. confidence to own

But what is due to Thee alone.

Let a whole hoft of foes appear,

Regard, Supreme! my upright prayer.
The quotation of the motto is from Ovid, in the laft concluding lines of his
Metamorphofis, where he begins

Fam opus exegi; quod nec Fovis, &c.

Horace and Virgil have exprefled the {ame with and hope, but in- more modeft

terms.

ance
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Peace to all feuds that rankling late bore fway,
And darkly ftrew’d with thorns the focial way.*

Sweet WrarrFE! how oft exulting near thy fide,
Where meads pi&orial bound the limpid tide,,
Have I with tiny ftep, each objet new,

When callow vifion crown’d the magic view,
Beheld a mimic world beneath the flood,

As on the flow’ry turf I wond’ring ftood ;
And fondly young believ'd the liquid glafs,

Happy to feel the foft delufion pafs.
, Come

~® Thisalludes to two neighbours of fortune, refpe&ive owners of the oppofite banks
of the Wharfe, unfairly wearing againft each other to repair and prevent breaches
upon their property. Stirred up by the infidious whifpers of party, (for fhe is ever
prone to talk) they were perpetually dire&ing their amphibious works, to throw the
water in right angles upon each other’s fhore, by means of moles and jetties of
mafonry; but after long contention, finding that fluids were not compreflible by
their attempts, and that floods would occupy fpace, and were not to be fo controuled:
with works, which they dignified with the military names of Dunkirk, Bergen, &c.
alfo feeling the folly in their pockets, they contented themfelves at laft with proe
viding the water an eafy paflage, inftead of a rough one, by lining their banks with
ftones loofely tumbled in, properly floped-and fwerded, which now proves the
wifdom of their proceedings. Their hoftilities ceafed, but: their diflike continued,
wntil fate joined them to the great majority. This relation is the more infitted:
upon, as a beacon to the many who may be under fimilar circumftances.

Locality alfo gives rife to the meution of an old couple, Michael and Mary Stead,
who were born, bred, and died in this village, (Burley) after fixty years marriage,
and the male above feventy years a datal fervant in one family They had never
moved beyond ten miles from home, and that but in a few inftances. The age of
Michael Stead, who died December 28, 1764, was upwards of an hundred years, and

that
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Come then, Maturity, on Reafon’s throne,
Nor blufh the toyful hours of youth to own;
When frefthen’d from the wave, with choral found,
We vaguely playful prefs’d the tiflu'd ground :
Purfuing and purfu’d, no actions paft
Derang’d the downy tranfports of our breaft ;
Uncheck’d by guilt, eftrang’d to mortal foe,

We entertain'd no fragment of a woe. _

For-
that of his fpoufe ninety-eight. * She died February r, 1762, and had faved herj
wedding linen, in which fhe was interred, at her own particular defire. They left
iffue four children. This old man remembered to have heard his father fay, that a
fquirrel might have travelled in his time, from tree to tree between Burley and
Otley, the diftance of two miles, without defcending. To thofe who now knpw
the road, the devaftation of timber muft appear great, as the fpace we fpeak of is
almoft devoid of wood. The parties were temperate, and alfo early rifers,

¢ What tho’ no pomp adorn’d their tale,
No learning ftor’d their mind ;

Low in the balmy blifsful vale,
They led a life in kind.”

# For ftritures on longevity, fee the Appendix.

From a defire of Thewing a friend of curiofity the beauties of the valley, we
were led in the morning to the top of the moor, commonly called Burley.Wood-'
Head, which was no fooner attained, but a mift of fo thick a caft inveloped us, that,
above, below, and around, were no longer terms of import or diftintion. It was
not indeed the darknefs vifible, of which Milton fpeaks, becaufle light floated on the
" ¢haos, and promifed returning ferenity; but otherwife, all was awful confufion.
However, retiring to a chafm of a contiguous rock, to reft upon the pillow of pa-
tience, and foften our difappointment, ‘we at length had the fatisfaction to be re-
warded, and to mark the contra&ed fcale of human forefight. -

-The
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For even Now, rcmo‘tely'fecn, each game

Thrills in my heart and vibrates thro’ my frame.
Scarce feems a {pot that bears not fome event

Of paftime, of to doubtful combat lent.

Oft from the veiling copfe the neft we tore,

Or from the branch Autumnal treafure bore,
Lur'd by the tempting blufhes of the ftore.

Thus boafts the dawning Mind, Hope in its train,
Some promis’d pleafure onward to attain ;

The mift which we had before fo much lamented, met us as the harbinger of the
higheft entertainment; for on its gradual difperfion, we feemingly faw the a&s in
miniature, as reprefented by Mofes; at leaft our fanciful and heated minds were fo
‘mprefled. And the earth was without form and void. But no fooner did obfcu.
tity begin to give way, and the light divide from darknefs, than we found at our
feet the barren rock, and gradually the fcanty verdure; next, the glimpfe of a more
extended furface, and progreflively, emerging tops of trees and all the apparatus of
nature, until the whole burft into full creation. Others may call it reverie, but it
proved to myfelf fuch a climax of delight, that the recollection will not be readily

erafed?

At what feafon of the year creation commenced, whether it firft lay torpid and
then bloomed, or waved at once in full harveft, to provide life a fupport, are con-
jeures which the learned have agitated to a month, nay to the divifions of a day,
feem to be of equal importance with the many, which the Spanith Father, Fejoo
ridicules, whether monfters fhould have baptifm, or Adam had a navel?

At Burley, the vale particularly expands towards the South, until it lofes itfelf n
the truly fylvan and romantic fcenes about Efholt in Airdale, the Seat of William
Rooke, Efq; and formerly of Sir Walter Calverly, Bart. whofe furviving heir was
the late moft worthy Sir Walter Blackett, Member for Newcaftle, a charaéter which
retains a friendly place in the breaft of every man that knew him.

F I vt
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Till Time with fober pace afferts his fway,
And cancels all our dreams in open day.

But lo! what joy yon fpreading treafure yields,.
The golden produce of beftowing fields :
Not Jason’s felf, no Argonautic train,.
Nor Afian robes imbu’d with Tyrian flain,
Can boaft fo rich a ftaple. '
On Fancy yet, the length’ning chain. purfue;,
And endlefs add the varying links in view.
Touch’d with the golden fcene, methinks I fee,,
Sweet as .the labour of the chymic bee,.
Looms rife in embryo, Wifdom’s fure appeal,
The ftaff fuftaining of the Public Weal.
No more the rugged North with tyrant-might
Shall fhivring Poverty evade to fight.
Arm’d. with your mail, ye Flocks! we brave the war,,
On BrevEN's mount or AvAsaxa’s {car.
Defy the frowning Pole, the rigid Storm
That fiercely wraps the world in fetter’d form.
But to refume.:

Now bleats in plaintive ftrain the fleecy chil‘d,N
The ear affenting but the eye beguil'd.* o
Nathlefs,

® There isa circumftance in rural Oeconemies, which, as I remember, hath not been
noticed by any pen, it having efcaped even the roving and defcriptive Thomfon,
whofe
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Nathlefs, each queftion floats an empty found,

While tales refponfive din the myftic ground.

~ Mother and Child by turns to Sceptics grow,

And feel the foft diftrefs of wav’ring woe.

At laft by latent means the Fates approve, )
And the wild uproar mellows into loxe.

Say, Critics, Schoolmen, Metaphyfics,. fay-
Why Nature clofely marks? why Sages. ftray?

whofe penetration.and’ genius extratted fweets from every part  of nature. The
incident alluded to, is the fequel of fheep-fhearing.. Previous to that procefs, it is
ufual to houfe the fheep and lambs the preceding day, left they might fuffer injury
in the handling, to which they are enthofe occafions fubjet. The mothers being
feleited from.the lambs, are gradually turned abroad- in their fhorn ftate, till the
operation is over, when the whole are permitted to mix.

The interview which the lambs have with their mothers in their thorn ftate, occa.
fions fuch mutual enquiries on both fides in their refpeitive claims of kindred, as
to exhibit a very unufual fcene of pleafing diftrefs, and the only one of the kind,
that can properly be fo termed. The approaches of the lamb to the mother, though
hunger prefles, are. flow. and doubtful, notwithftanding every effort in the dam
to make known her voice. It is probable that in refpe& to the lamb, the parent’s:
calls may be recognifed, but being fo far counteracted by the teftimony of the fight;.
which evidences a new garb and lefs magnitude in the mother, no refolve is often. A
made for:houts, till at laft all ideas are 1 econciled, and the clamour ceafes.

If at home at- the thearing feafon, I feldom fail to fee the drama, and have re-
marked that animals feem not to diftinguith by colour, as I recellet a fingle black.
fheep and its fable lamb, among the white ones, equally bewildered with the reft,
to find and affociate with each other, though they had fo difcriminating a complexion:
for their criterion. This little anecdote may appear trivial, but to the minute Phi-.
lofopher who conne&ly the fmalleft dependencies, all is knowledge.

How:
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How gentle Inftin¢t into Reafon glides,

And where the limit of the two—divides ? X
Tell me in brief, ye Learn’d, who atoms f{can,

Why Inftin& finks—now foars above the Man? *

The Squirrel now the Toy of infant play,
Nimbly in meafure floats from {pray to {pray;
Urg'd by the clamor of the ardent chace,

He, airy Being, leads the tow'ring race.

" How oft I've feen prefumptive danger nigh,

And for its life, in pity, fent a figh;

When on the yielding branch he doubtful hung
Amidft the babel of each fcaring tongue,

But firm his hold, triumphant wou’d he ride,
Though ftorms had bent the lofty column’s pride.
Secure as Fate, by poifing Practice taught, :
Or SmeaToN's plans with demonftration fraught.

® This queftion hath been often explored, and will be agitated to the end of
time. A cafe in point which happéned about forty years ago, may give a bias to
the philefophy of the brute over man in a very affeiting inftance.

A marriage having taken place near the fands of Cartmel, on the Lancafhire fide,
the parties with their fiiends, returning as ufual with a guide, at a proper time of
the reflux, to celebrate the nuptials, on the oppofite fhore of Weftmoreland, were
in the paflage fuddenly furrounded with a dreadful mift. Thus, bewildered, and
baving no mark whereby to fteer, the whole unfortunately perifhed by meeting the
flood, fave the guide, who being equally confufed, threw the bridle on his horfe’s

neck, and left the animal to his own choice, who happily avoided the tide, and landed
his rider fafe. ]

* SMEATON
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# SmeaToN, the mirror of mechanic art,

Nor lefs unlabyrinth’d his open heart;
Laughing with gaiety, when jokes allure,
Modett, yet free; profound, but ne’er obfcure;
In Ufe, in Speech, Philofophy, a Man; .

To fum up all, furpafs him if you can.

Sagacious + Hume, thy virtues how unfold,
To me more dear, more folid far than gold.
Oft have I known thy ripen’d mind difplay,
Wifdom’s {fweet treafure thro’ the lift'ning day;
Complacent lath the foibles of the age,

Inftant as wife as Study’s thoughtful page,
So fmoothly flow’d, fo did of late defcend
'Thy manly truths, we fear’d, but what?—an end!

. ® Tt would be needlefs to fpecify the abode of this gentleman, my very early ac.
quaintance, or that Yorkfhire claims the credit of his birth and education. The
author has long known him, and known him only to efteem and love his abilities and
virtues. The Eddiltone, and other works, with his publications, will be more laft
ing monuments of his worth, than the perithable memento of my pen.

+ John Hume, Efq; late Commiffioner to the fick and hurt feamen, &c. Never
was a2 man more adapted to the office, if judgment, benevolence, and every feel.
ing of humanity, were requifites to conftitute the employment. As this portrait
was intended in his life-time, it becomes a double duty of friendfhip to pay it to his
dthes. For what is living favor, to the foothing dictates of the heart employed in

virtuous retrofpe&ion ?

G Can
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Can I forget, amidft thefocial train, .
A brother’s merit, in poetic ftrain;
‘Where Union ftrives by every a& to brace
The nerves of Friendfhip in this worldly race?
From youth to riper years the compact rofe,
Nor will, till death, I truft, our comforts clofe.
But foftly ftep where partial Nature leads,
Left the full heart its proper bound exceeds.
Profper my wifh.on earth, Divinelt Pow'r!
Joyous to know HimM at my lateft hour.
As reeds combin'd, a gather'd ftrength acquire,
So may our column be, one joint defire.

What if I deviate from the lineal courfe,
And to my option lend Attachment’s force ;
Point to the world a truly fterling fame,
Where Guiscey ftands, or Kirsy’s cleric Name,*
Tend to the South where fwelling fcenes arife,
And piny verdure half falutes the fkies;

. ® Kirby, Kirkby, or Village by the Kirk, a name not uncommon in every county,
with a church always attendant. The hofpitable Re&tory of Kirby.Overblow,
in Wharfdale, of which the Rev. Dr. Cooper is the Incumbent, is an inftance of the
¢hange of names by time and cuftom, which implies Ore Blowers, from the iron
that was formerly fmelted there, or in its neighbourhood, of which there feems to
be no trace at prefent, nor yet of wood, an article fo neceﬂ'ary where fmeltmg-
works for that metal are eftablifhed; though peat and coal is found to fupply ics de-
fe&ts, in lead operations.

Unbend
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Unbend my mind, to Truth my paflions give,
And reach the pricelefs Secret how to live;

I do but realize the feftive thought,

And feize the neGar’d hour of Joy unbought.
Whene’er I tread the threfhold of each dome,
To tafte the pleafures of a fecond home,

Spirit with Tafte, in Hawkeswortr’s foul [ fee,
And a rich compound in my WiLLouGHBY.

OTiey, th'y pendent craggs thall we rehearfe,
Where late a * MasTers dropt her virgin verfe ?

‘Too rough in mein to woo the tuneful lyre,
Too fterile for the food of Fancy’s fire.
‘ Cenfure

® To catch at every amufement in our furvey of the vale, would fall below the

" decorum of narrativn; but we muft not omit the mention of a Poetefs to which.
Otley has given rife. In the year 1733, a Mrs. Mary Mafters, publifhed an o&avo
volume of poems, a mixture of her own and others. The work feems to be the
unconneéted labour of untaught genius; but felf.prefervation, were the motives of
charity wanting, reminds us to fpare its defeéts, in compaffion to thofe of our own.

The town of Otley hath been conjetured to be fo called, from Otter, of which
animal there was an abundance, before fuch means were ufed to deftroy them, as
are now pradtifed: But the name feems to be derived with more appearance of truth
from Oats,a well-known fpecies of corn, and Ley a field, or plowed, or brambled place,
it being formerly the chief grain growing in the adjacent parts. Herce the frequent
terminations of towns and villages in Jey. The reader will forgive me, if a fmile
is excited, in the humorous derivation of Oftler, by a jocular friend, (viz.) from

' o / Oat.
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Cenfure, avaunt! for with the tender fair,
Or pen or fteel we wage no painful war.
More gentle rites the fofter fex' demands,
The courteous fervice of prote@ing hands.
R |

’,. N .
B

Oat-ftealer, an a& no lefs true, than ready at hand:. But this Prime Minifter of
the Stable, evidently comes from the French word Hoftelier, the fubordinate ‘or
Horfe-Hoft. At prefent, the country is more employed in the grazing, than arable
Line. The manor appertains to the Archbifhop of York, as well as the jurifdition in
which his Grace appoints his Magiftrates in the Commiffion of the Peace, and holds
his Seffions in unity with thofe diftri&s of Cawood and Wiftow, nearer his own Pa-
lace at Bithopthorpe. Otley market, which is on Friday, and amazingly improved
of late years, fince the roads have been attended to,abounds with excellent butcher’s
meat ; befides being the rendezvous from various diftant places for corn. Ithasa
church, which, to the credit of the late worthy Vicar, the Rev. Mr. Wilfon, Wardens,
and Parifhioners, is elegantly neat within. The living is in the gift of the Lord
Chanceltor.

In this church are feveral monuments; among the oldeft are thofe of Fawkes of
Farnley, and Palmes of Linley ; but none diftinguithed for any particular fculpiure, ar
infcription.  On fuch conceptions, Phcebus feldom f{iniles.—On the tomb-ftone of
Lord and Lady Fairfax, who are in a recambent pofture as large as life, is written on

the edge of the fuppofed ground-work, the fubfequent miferable couplet. But good
poetry feldom falls to the fhare of rural epitaphs. ,

¢ Here Leah’s Fruitfulnefs, here Rachael’s Beauty,
¢ Here lyeth Rebecca’s Faith, here Sarah’s Duty.

Could the lines have paffed the ordeal of Edward Fairfax, the Tranflator of Taflo,
they would have appeared in a different mold.—It is well for improved art, that ftatues
are not now laid prepofteroufly on their backs, fince, had they any beauties of work-
manthip, the fituation, which is alfo generally high, would not allow them to be feeny
and to reprefent langour and infenfibility, rather than life, is totally fubverfive of the

gratea
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If here I mellow drop my poor remains,
That link me now to penalty and pains,
Be this my fculptur’d pray’r, whoe’er thou art
That clafp't my urn, and fhar't the mournful part :
H ¢¢ Earth,

grateful intention of the beftowing hand of Commemoration. But though few
poetical attempts, fave what is before alluded to, appear within, yet on the South.
Eaft corner of the Church-Yard, is the following Epitaph, for a werthy and much-
beloved inhabitant of this town, but a native of Scotland, late many years in his Ma-
jefty’s maritime fervice, who, after long wandering for the choice of a retreat, fat
down, with decent independence by his fide, in this his favoured and adopted vale.

«¢ Here reft the remains of John Ritchie, Gentleman, who migrated in full hope
« of a better life, from this terraqueous fcene of flutuating tcouble, May 15th, 1780.

¢ From torrid climes by nautic art convey’d,

I fought the refuge of a peaceful thade.

¢« Oft in the tumult of the broken wave,

¢« | votive call’d, when Heaven vouchfaf’d to fave.
¢¢ Here, all is calm,—ye idly vain! deduce

« The pointed Moral, to Salvation’s ufe.

¢¢ Tir’d of this mortal Toil, Debate, and Etrife,

« I rife, atoning to triumphant life.”

 An attachment to natal foil, of which the many fo feelingly fpeak, was in this
Gentleman not narrowed to a point; for, after much wandering from youth to full
maturity, in both hemifpheres, he took a furvey of feveral Counties in England,
with a view to ftation himfelf for life; when, on pafling this vale in his way to a
diftant obje&, he was fo ftruck vith its beauty that his choice was inftantly con-
cluded, without ever having a future defire to change his fituation.

How far a biaffed locality, with refpe& to birth, may be a virtue, we do not
pretgnd to determine ; perhaps for the general good it will beft admit of various

modifications. The Clown who is glued to his miry, weed-growing village, nor
defires
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“ Earth, take my frame, to Heav'n my foul I leave,
« Wealth to the world I willingly bequeath.
“ My faults to Mercy kind I hopeful truft,
‘¢ All puny foibles to Oblivion’s duft.
(13 MY

defires to trefpafs its fcanty bounds, may be as neceflary in the general fyftem as
he who ranges extended tracks, or courts the diftant wave. The machine requires
its dead weights to move its finer fprings; or, in the language of Thom(on,

) while the rough hand
Plies the tough oar, Philofophy direcs.

Had mankind thought in one way, we had neither experienced that neceflary diffe-
mination which has taken place, nor would Contentment dwell in parts to which
Nature has been niggardly fcanty. It is therefore a happy circumftance that Habit
reconciles us fo much to things at firft obvioufly inimical ; that Satisfa@tion becomes
at laft its wedded iflue. Hence the happinefs of the Icelander, the Bramin, and
the Arab of the Defert : hence the Northern Tribes

¢ Hug clofe their mountains, and enjoy their ftorms,”

Tt was this undefinable fometbing that brought a Bolingbroke to his defired reft at
Batterfea; that Bolingbroke, who once with his pen had made Siberian Exile equi-
valent to fmiling Liberty. It was this that induced the plaintive Ovid, when com.«
pulfively quitting home, to exclaim,

Ter limen tetigi, ter fum rcvocatus &e.

Thrice did my tardy fteps the threfhold prefs,
And thrice did Home the litt’ ning ear addrefs.

Even the Archite finds this fomething often fuperfede his reafon in the prejudices
of planting new maofions upon old fites, when the fmalleft variations would have
given
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“ My warmeft thanks I cordially beftow
‘¢ On thofe who cheer'd me through the vale of Woe..
‘“ Nor lefs to offspring than fraternal friend,
“ Already theirs, my faithful love I fend ;.
“ But

given him the greateft advantages. It was this paffion that made the Peafant
proudly prefer his humble hamlet to Rome in full magnificence.

In Rome’s gay centre afks for. Rome’s abode..

Enthufiafm in this walk, may have its benefits. It made Montaigne prefer the fami-
liar obje&s of his youth, even the perifhing poft, to modern reformation of ele-
gance itfelf. It carries our folicitude beyond the grave, refpeing our remains:
a&uates the Savage in a ftill fiercer degree, whether he refides in the tangled wilds
of Canada, or the infulated land of Otaheite. It is native Home that gives a relith-
to the Greenlander’s rancid fare of Whale and Seal, lights his lingering night, and
bluats the horrors of his fkies; witnefs the conftant longings of all to return, who.
have been occafionally tranfplanted into every more favoured country. Not man
alone,. but inferior animals are known to act-under the like all-powerful influence:
It pervades both fea and air; from the neft of the Lark, to the dome of the Eagles
We conclude this note with a ftory, naturally told by a Gentleman, previoufly
mentioned, on his travelling to Aleppo, after pafling the tirefome-fands of Mefopo.
tamia—a refle@ion which well comports with both antient and modern experience.

« This aay, for the firlt time fince we left England, we faw a Wild Goldfinch,
¢¢ which fettled upon a Thiftle clofe to our tent. The fight of this little, agreeable
¢« Songfter, gave us exquifite pleafure, owing to the fingle confideration that birds
¢ of this kind were inhabitants of Great Britain. This thought fet before our heated
¢¢ jmaginations all thofe gilded fcenes of delight that we fuppofed were only to be
« found in that happy region; and which, with wifhes bordering upon Enthufiafin,
¢« we were now praying to enjoy. We panted for our Mother Country, that
¢¢ Natale Solum, fo pathetically defcribed by the Poets, and fo fenfibly felt by
¢ every human breaft, after a long and painful feparation. We could not help

‘¢ looking



32 VERBETA:

< But chief to her, fole partner of-my fide,
"¢ My dying comfort, and my living pride.”
But

“« looking upon this tuneful Goldfinch as a fellow.citizen, who had kindly flown
¢ thus far to bid us welcome, to raife our drooping fpirits, and fignify to us that
¢ we were drawing nearer to our native country, that Land of Liberty, after which

¢ we had fo long and fo paffionately fighed.”
Ives's Journey, p. 351.

En unquam patrios lomgo poft tempore fines

Pauperis et tuguri congeflum cefpite culmen,

Pof} aliquot, mea regna viders, niirabor ariftas ?
Virg. Ed. 1.

The hill, Chevin or Cheven, which overlooks the town and valley, is derived from
the Saxon word Cheven; in Latin, Docfum; the Ridge of a Hill. Hence the ety-
mology of Cheviot-Hills. The whole of Otley-Chevin is become fo reformed, by
a late divifion ef property, that the very Crags have comparatively given way for the
conftruction of roads, fences, and buildings, even fo much, that wasan inhabitant of
but forty years interment to rife from his grave, he might (like Epimenides after
his long fleep) enquire where Chevin ftood, with its once conglomerated rocks,

Nec fe togmofcunt terre vertentibus annis.
Maoil,

Neither in refpe& to its roads, confidering its declivities, and recolle@ting what
they were, would it difgrace the works of thofe great mafters of travelling conveni.
ence, in the conquering ages of Rome. Indeed from the plantations and every
other improvement that are pra&tifed and under fpeculation, it yearly rifes in ornament
and profit, and reminds us of the induftry of the Genoefe, who array their very
rocks with' culture, Having mentioned this people, it may be fail, that fome lite-
rally cover their rocks with foil, nor is it uncommon for them to fetch the dung of
pigeons and other manure in their veffels from France and Spain, wherewith to fer-
tilife their fpots, fo as to extort from Nature, what the can poffibly preduce, ‘to
fupply the fcantinefs of their limits.

We
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But if too lightly fketch’d this fcroll be thought,
For in the grave, offence is dearly bought;* |
Fame, Riches, Genius, lowly perifh all,

Sooner than poifon fhou’d await my fall ;
I ~ Than

We are now placed on the fide of Chevin, whence is viewed a groupe of undefcribed
‘manfions, which from their important appearances, refpetable owners with long re-
fidence, and rural decorations, folicit notice; fuch are thofe of Meffieurs Pulleyn
of Burley; Vavafour of Wefton; Fawkes of Farnley; F. Maude, of Leathleys
Arthington of Arthington, and if generofity will excufe the vanity of allowing myfelf
a niche in the company, my own native and paternal dwelling. Befides the above,
in lefs confpicuous fituations are the manfions of the late Mr Atkinfon of Kaley, and
Mr. Dineley of Bramhope, and to crown the whole in a diftin&ly vifible point of view,
the imperial Seat of Harwood. In paftoral and defcriptive pieces, due care fhould
be taken not to fatiate with fimilarity ; hence my filence in regard to pzirticular animad-
verfions on each dome, which may be deemed both neceffary and prudent, to avoid
the languor and repetition now intimated. Asto Harwood-Houfe, we believe, alt
will allow its rank in the firft clafs, therefore fhall not minately attempt a theme fo
much beyond our ability, and a fubje& fo well deferving the feparate work of a

Connoiffeur.

* To tranfgrefs in the grave, or in other words to publith immorality, muft be of all
follies the moft abfurd and dangerous. It was well faid, by the Philofopher, That
if he ranked not among the number of the virtuous, he would ttill be on their fide.—
‘What gamefter would hazard a die, where common numbers and the rules of proportion
are fo demonftrably againft him; where on one hand he can gain nothing, and on the
other may be undane? It was but too profanely fpoken of a vicious and obfcene Liber-
tine, in the days of Charles the Second, That a perfon pitying his hafty death, which
did not allow adequate time to atk forgivenefs of his fins; was anfwered, That a ge-
nius of his eminence might repent more in an hour than-a clown could in a year.

The manor of Otley was given by King Athelftan to the See of York, whofe ju-
gifdictions we have previoufly noticed. It was formerly a refidence of the Archbi-
fhaps;
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Than vitiate life, or taint the crowds to come;.
Be fnakes my couch, or any curfe my doom ;,
llence balmy from the moral Page of Pope,
We borrow lenient aid to warm our hope,

*“ Peaceful fleep out the Sabbath of the Tomb,.
“ And rife to raptures in a life to come.”

\

Rich are the {cenes that now before us rife,
Where Nature charms, and Genius darts furprize.
Group’d are the lordly domes that wide difplay
The {prightly valley and the winding way.

fhops ; the ruins of the Court-lioufe at the North-end of tlie town being but
Iately removed. It appears that the Epifcapal Court exercifed the power of execu-
tions, and there is now a place called Gallow hill, alias Gallows-hill, in the vicinity
of the towa, which has alfo a Free Grammar-School, founded by Thomas Cave..
The grant bears date the 3oth of April, sth of James the Firft, 161 j—called Prince
Henry’s School, in compliment to the then fon of James, who made the feoffees a
body corporate. The Seal is a Rod on one fide, and a Palm Branch on the other.
The Motto, Deum pave Tomo cave. Fear God and mind thy book. The laster
part of the Latin is a pun upon the Founder’s name.

The following remark is taken from the Regifter-Book belonging to Otley.
Church. ¢ Memoarandum, Sept. 11, 1673. This Summer is remarkable for the
abundant and continual rain therein. On the eleventh of this month, there was a.

wonderful inundation of waters in the Northern parts. This river of Wharfe
" was never known within the memory of man, to be fo big, by a full yard in height,
running up in a direé line to Hall.Hill. Well. It overturned the bridges of Kettle-
well, Burnfey, Barden, Bolton, Ilkley, and Otley-Bridge, and the greateft part of
the Water-Mills. It alfo clearly fwept away Pool Low Fuller-Mills, and carried
them down the water whole, like to a fhip. It left neither corn nor cattle upon the
coalt thereaf.”

But
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But left Redundance thou'd the palate cloy,
Or tir'd Defcription palfy prefent joy;

We the wife precept timely fhall obey,

Nor filent fit, nor yet loquacious ftray,

No conteft move that thall the Mufe traduce,
No envy culture that fhall bear abufe.

Yes, Porr1o, I will yet the theme purfue,

If thou but deign'ft my languid verfe to view,
Give {weet ANNONA * to thy clafping arms,
Now fparkling in the zenith of her charms.

Lo! diftant GAwWTHORP’S renovated face,
GawTnore +, the brilliant obje® of our chace.

Thither, .

* Annona, 3 campunion of the Goddefs, Plenty, is reprefented on the reverfe of
a medal, ftruck in honour of that good Emperor, Antoninus Pius, with corn in both
her hands, and the prow of a fhip by her, intimating abundance.

t The old Manfion of Gawthorp, now erafed, formerly belonged to the Gaf-
coignes, and Wentworths: Whence the unfortunate Earl of Strafford, who in
part refided here during the cloud of trouble which hovered over his head, dates
many ef bis letters, whofe fon William, in Oliver’s time, foldit; which eftate after-
wards came to the famous Sir John Cutler, of oeconomical memory; whence it
defcended by will, to John Boulter, Efgq; who was followed by another Boulter,
of whofe truftees the very antient family of the Lafcelles purchafed. The prefent
owaer has made it emerge with a confequence and luftre that would do honour to
the moft elegant age and country, and is ftill yearly rifing in fplendor. Gawthorp-
Hall, of which ftruture not ag atom remains, for verdure rifes where it ftood, is
now {unk in the much fuperior and deferved diftin&ion of Harwood-Houfe,

The
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Thither, by whim or thrift, was CuTLER led
To {canty viands, and his thrice-laid bed,
Where fpider’d walls their meagre fate bemoan’d,
And Mifery, the child of Avarice, groan'd.
: Not

The late manfion, Gawthorp-Hall, ufed to be occafionally vifited by its then owner,
Sir John Cutler, from London. His method was to bring with him only one man-
“fervant, to bave afirgle joint made ready, which after their firft warm onfet, ferved *
them cold until the bones were picked, when a fupply was brought to fatisfy in the )
fame way. ‘The diftance of the manfion from Harwood was under a mile, ‘whence-
he hired a woman to make his bed, twice a-week, and to perform on that d'ay;ithc'
- ‘arrear-work of the intervals. This feeming improbability would not have been in.
ferted, had not the writer heard it ferioufly related by the late Mr. Whitaker, of
‘Otley, whofe father was long a refident upon the fpot. Sir John .is the perfon
whom Pope has eternifed with his added pudding on feftivals, Such a parfi-
mony reminds us of the Mifer defcribed on the French Stage, who to fave his
pale ink, omitted to make a ftop or dot. And we remember a fa&, where a rich
Mifer, on lending an egg to a ncighbour, fuggefted to his fervant, to weigh it,

left he might not have as large a one in return.

An oak was formerly fhewn me near the old houfe, under which Sir John Cutler
ufed to fit; when a perfon, faid to be the famous Nevifon, of whom mention is
made of robbing in Kent in the morning, and appearing in the evening of the fame
day at York on the Bowling-green, conveyed on the fame mare, (a circumftance
which operated with the furce of an alibi) fallied from a peighbouring wood to levy
contribution, but the Knight fufge&ting the nature of the vifit, made a forced'march,
and in a critical moment fecured his retreat into the houfe. The panic, however,
with which he was feized by this affault, induced him to quit his retirement, and
ever after to take a lodging in the town of Harwood, to exempt him from any fuch
future furprize.

In the Church of Harwood are fome antjent monuments of the refpeive pro-
‘prietors of -the Caftle and its demefnes, heretofore mentioned, but without inferip-

tion,
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Not fo the prefent day, where copious fmile
All that the heart can wifh or time beguile.
Thron'd with the Horn of Plenty by her fide,
Unceafing fits in dignifying pride \
The feftive Nymeu, with all her buxom train,

Delicious guardians of the pleafing plain. :
K ' Clofe .

tion, and all in a recumbent pofture. Among the reft is that of the Lord Chief Juftice
Sir William Gafcoigne, who committed the Prince of Wales, afterwards Henry the
Fifth, to prifon, for firiking the Judge in his office, of which all our Hiftorians have
treated. This unlettered tomb is in a mutilated ftate, with his wife by his fide,
without any infignia to denote the parties, but the armorial ones of the family,
fave a modern fcratching by fome cafual hand, upon the cheek of the Judge. This
able man, equally thewed his integrity and intrepid fpirit, in refufing the commands
of his Sovereign, Henry the Fourth, to try Richard Scrope, then Archbithop of
York, for high treafon, an office which another Judge affumed, and purfued to a
fatal point for the prifoner, without reluctance. Here, we may record for the ho.
nour of Yorkfhire, that two fuch magnanimous Judges as Gafcoigne and Chancellor
Scrope, were the iflue of 'this county. The latter in perilous and arbitrary times,
having refufed to put the Great-Seal to an inflrument, not genial to the Conftitution,
and ttedfaftly oppofed the Royal Mandate, even at the expence of his place. Near o0
Gafcoigne’s monument is placed a well finithed marble butt, of the late Judge Denifon,
crected by his lady, with an infcription, which, for the honour of honeft impartiality,
we forbear to tranfcribe. Were Biographers to take their line from monumental hiftory,
that branch of information would foon become an adulatory fcience. De mortuis nil
nifi verum, fpeak nothing of the dead but truth, is certainly a more laudable rule,
than the fen(elefs one of de mortuis nil nifi bonum, which was it to obtain, would facri-
fice every principle of true hiftory. Lienity to the dead in fuch cafes would be a frigid
quality, and an adage of all others the moft trite and fallacious. The rigid obfervance
of not cenfuring the dead would remove thofe motives which awe the guilty and incite
the good. In brief, it would tend to extinguifh emulation, were a critique on the

defund
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Clofe by yon beck’ning glade and lavifh flood,
The Nymphs Aon1an fally from the wood,
Sport round the gay parterre, the flope difpla'y-,:
The liquid mirror, and the convex way.

So each with each in Nature’s bofom vie,

And image all the charms of Liberty: |
So

defunét to be fufpended. We are not led into thefe refle&tions from any peccancy in
the charadter under confideration, which was that of great honefty and goodnefs,
but from the general ftrain in which thefe encomiums are drawn; and well has a
modern Philofopher faid, that on ferious fubjecs, he would as foon adminifter.
poifon, as knowingly fophifticate truth.

The Caftle of Harwood, new part of a {keleton from its fufferings in a fucceflion.
of civil wars, with a large eftate, was antiently the Mowbrays, the arms of which
powerful family, a rampant lion, are to be feen engraved on ftone, both within and
without the building on the Eaft fide. Near it is placed another coat of arms re-
fembling a quoit, probably of fome family the proprietor flood conneted with by

marriage.

Hiltory informs us that Robert Mowbray was ditinguifhed for’courage and conduét,
and in the year 1c93, was Governor of the Northern parts of this kingdom, be-
came a favourite of the Conqueror, who commiffioned him to make head againft the
Scots, in which expedition he became fuccefsful, and on that occafion had extenfive
domains conceded, to him, in which probably Harwood was included, for even the
great {pace or plain between the hills of Cleveland, Richmond, and Middleham, of
which Northallerton may be called the centre, was, and continues ta be.termed the

vale of Mowbray.

The defcendants of this chief, figured diverfely ; were elevated and humbled in-
various inftances, and under Richard the Second, became Farls of Nottingham, and
Dukes of Norfolk ; but experienced even then, the fmiles and frowns of a verfatile-

fortune.
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- So like in features, and in mien fo clear,

. You'd fwear that Artifts never had been there ;
While Pan in Council met, and raptur'd faid,
Be this our future charge; ye Graces! aid;
Confenting plaudits hail’d the rural voice,

And yielding Frora fandtified the choice.
' As.

fortune. The lion rampant in former ages, was an adopted favourite in the efcut-
cheon of many families among the great nobility, varying only in the colour of the
field or bearing, as may be feen from antient heraldry, in Milles, Brooke, and .
Vincent. Indeed the moft fimple arms were deemed the moft hanourable, as pre-
vious engagement, neceflarily multiplied device in after ages.. This Caftle hath been
changeable in its Lords, belonging alfo to the Courcies, Barons of the land ; thence
defcended, in the reign of King John, to the Fitzgeralds, who obtained of that King
a charter for a free warren, alfo a grant for a yearly fair and a weekly market.
From the Fitzgeralds, it came to Falcatius de Brent, to the Redvers, F ulks, and
to the Lifles in the time of Edward the Third ; thence to the Rithrefes and Red.
mans. Harwood and Gawthorp became conjoined in the laft century, and fo contj.
nue, with the prefent owner, though branches of the eftates were occafionally fold,
and are become by marriages and difpofal, varioufly difperfed.

The remains of the Caftle, which feems to have been the Keep, is in a condition
to laft long, and the prefent proprietor has judicioufly planted ivy round the walls,
with a proper fence to prote@ that chearful afpiring plant from injury, fo much in
charaéter with every ruin, and which will yearly add to- the folemnity of the pile.
About an acre of almoft interred walls and fragments, fhew ‘themfelves, by the
.rough inequalities of ground, about the ftanding ruin. An attempt was made in
the time of Mr. Boulter, to feparate the ftone for the ufe of building walls and
farm houfes; but time had fo compa&ted the cement, that the workmen foon deﬁfted,

finding they could procure materials from the quarry at a much eafier rate.

The arms of Mowbray were gules, a lion rampant argent. The motto, war fas '

be- fal, afentiment borrowed from the do&rine of fatality, not very explicit; and
now:
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As PeNEvus’ ftream, in TEMPE’s winding vale,
Obedient flows to tune the claffic tale;
May'ft thou, my fpot, fome future Bard employ,
In ftrains more fuited to poetic joy,
But not lefs genuine than the warmth I feel,
Whene'er my wand’ring eyes a banquet fteal.
By

now ufed by the ducal houfe of Bedford, as it ftands in old Italian, cke fara fara;
what fhall be, fhall be; which Shakefpeare has dignified with his notice.

From Harwood, we momentarily ftep afide about three miles South-Eaft, to
Bardfey, a retirement fo very fequeftered, that it was with difficulty we found the
village, in which the celebrated Mr. Congreve was born. The anecdote is men-
tioned by others, and lately by Dr. Samuel Johnfon, in his Lives of the Poets, who
with the circumfpedion of a ftrict enquirer after truth, had looked into the Villare
Eboracenfis, and found no fuch village inferted. We now can afcertain its identity,
and the truth of that Poet’s birth-place, whofe parents came there to retrieve
their injured circumftances, and afterwards went to Ireland on fome military oc-
cafion of duty or preferment. The Villares frequently omit villages that are not
thoroughfares; the cafe of this, for it is private in a peculiar degree. It is about feven
miles North of Leeds, has formerly had its Caftle and encampment, the expiring
.remains of which fituations are vifible,

Curiofity may be led to enquire what could induce the parents of Mr. Congreve
‘to adopt fo diftant and very retired a fituation for their retreat; but concerning this
-conjecture, a folution fuon prefents itfelf, the place being the property of Sir John
Lewis, then Lord of the manor of Bandfey, and owner of the bulk of that eftate,

whofe niece was mother to our Poet. A defire prevalent in moft to amend or dig-
nify the circumftances of their birth, might keep Congreve from being loquacious on
the occafion; and the very early departure of cur author from his natal fpot to
Ireland, ere he could lifp in profe or meafure, might lead Mr. Southern and others,
ralhly to cenfure Congreve for meanly difowning himfelf an Hibernian.

We
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By arts like thefe, the ductile foil is led,
The naked warmly cloth’d, the hungry fed.
By arts like thefe, the Quarry human grows,
Breathes into form, and in the ftatue glows.
The ftreamlets {peak, expanfive lakes arife,
While mounting verdure emulates the fkies.
L By

.

We cannot omit to mention, that although the houfe under nofice, called the
Grange, now inhabited by the miller, is in a cuftic ftile, and nearly in the fame ftate
it ftood in the laft century, it was then the manor houfe, and previous to Mr. Con-
greve’s refidence, had been inhabited by Francis Thorpe, one of the Barons of the
Exchequer under Cromiwell, who died there, 10th of February 1669, -of whom
more hereafter. - : .

~ The following is copied from the Regifter kept at Bardfey Church, by the favour
of the Rev. Mr. Capftick, the prefent worthy incumbent, to whefe ready commu-
nications, relative to this neighbourhood, I have been much obliged.

. William, Sonne of Mr. William Congreve, of Bardfey Grange, was baptized!
¢ February 1oth 1669.” ' . S

- Hence it appears, that the infcription upon his modnument, relpeding ‘the year of
his birth, 1672, in Weftminfter.Abby, is erroneous, and here all coﬁtrovcr'fy' on"
that point, and his natal foil, muft neceffarily end. T

- Baron Francis Thorpe, was a gentleman of fingulat abilities in the law, and very’
rigorous in the execution of it during the time of his being' Judge. ‘At the Refto. '
ration of the King, he was degraded from his office, purely ugbn the account of his’
political principles, ahd the ative part he had taken undér his leadés ; But, notwith."
dtanding this, he afterwards became en ufeful member of fociety by alting in the cé-'

paciey

d

L. &
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By arts like thefe, {weet Charity command’s,
The wifer bounty of beftowing hands,

Nerves firm the Peafant, ftaple-fource of wealth,
And gives to future times the pledge of health.
Proceed with libral fway, ye tafteful few,

And by your works the Grecian age renew.

As Phofph’rus beams with cold 2nd mimic ray,
Or Cynthia borrows from the diftant day;

So we the luftre of a theme fo rare

May to the efforts of our Mufe compare. -

pacity of a private-Counfel, for by this he recognized his knowledge of the law, and
became very refpectable among_ his countrymen, and. efpecially with the Loyalifts,
againft whom he refufed to fit in judgment, when in bis judicial capacisy, though
many of them had warmly efpoufed.the canfe of their Royal Mafter, and had been.
aCually in arms againft the Ufurper.

This fylvan little village (Bardfey) now defpoiling of its wood, is ftill more diftin-
guihed by its having had-a caftle, whofe hiftory is too much eclipfed by the dark
ages of antiquity in which it was erected, to be inveftigated with precifion. There ap.
pear alfo the veftiges of a confiderable Roman Station, probably the Campocalia of:
the Romans; whish if we admit a compounded derivation of two languages, is fair-
field, from campus and the Greek word xaAes, pulcher, to which the fot corre-
fponds, more efpecially when we confider the contraft of black moors; that formerly:
mu have furrounded it, fince improved within memory, and over which the Ro-
mans muft neceflarily pafs. to ‘communicate with their feveral ftations. A military
road is ftill vifible in many places on the Eaft-ide, leading to the Calcaria of old,
now Tadcatter, and on the Weft to Adelocum, now Addle, both places being nearly
at the equal diftance of about fix miles from Bardfey. The eminence on which the
Caftle ftood, flill retains the name: cf Caftle-Hifl.

Safe
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Safe in the haven of fo fweet a port,

Our cargo now difcharg’d, no views to court,
We hence the furge difclaim, the Winter's rage,
Unbend our fails, and clofe our roving Page,

Ve !:¢=!!) FPPUETORPU S

As the following account was fodnded’ma real evens, and WHARFDALE
&ave birth to one of the parties, we imfert it in this place. The fcene
lay in the Province of NEw-York. 1778,

And here let genuine ftory weave her tale,,
A plaintive tribute to the injur’d vale.

Virgin beautifal and gay,
A A frequent gueft was feen;
Where wounded fore by conteft lay

A youth of gallant mien.

His limbs, fo a&ive ence; = loadt
Of piercing anguith bore; ,

And palenefs Blanch’d his checks that glow*d:
With ruddy heakh before.. : '

To footh with {miles.the damfel ftrove
. And cheerful chat, his fmart,
*Till child of gentle pity, Love,

Had foftly feiz’d her heart. .

Then, Oh! fhe left, with him to flay,
Soft pleafure’s fportive train ;

By fwains to fprightly dance or play,
Solicited in vain.

To
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His faded face, his feeble frame -
With fondnefs fhe furvey’d;
While modeft fenfe conceal’d the flame
_That on her bofom prey’d. '

A clofe attendant neéar his bed,
On ev’ry look fhe hung,

And all his withes heedful read
Or ¢’er they met ‘his tengue.

To him fhe brought the healing balm,
His anguifh to aflwage;

- For him the pour’d the draught to calm

Thie burning fever’s rage.

-Oft to his ruffled mind, repofe
Her fweet perfuafion gave;
.And oft to heaven her vows arofe,

His dubious life to fave. -

‘But when va.t: lat a cure was wrought;
By means her care applied,

“TThe youth reftor’d, his country fought, '

“The maid forfaken dxed

Adieu thou tcnder bud of fpring,
" Thou pureft type above,
May this thy fate, Infirucion bring,
Salubsious hence to love. -

i

r
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ILKLEY CHURCH, &

LKLEY.—An old Roman Station between Otley and Skipton,
near the river Wharfe, in the Weft-Riding of the County
of York.

RoserT de Percy, held lkley for three * carucatis of land
(12 made a Knight's fee) of Philip de Kyme, and he of the heirs
of Henry de Percy, who held it of the King in capite by Knight’s
Service.—~Which manor afterwards came to the Middletons of
Stubham,

* Note, Carucatis were different, according to time and place, in the reign of King
Richard, 100 acres; 180 under Edward, if in common fields,

A The
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The Cvren of TuRLEY was an- antient R'nvcromr, belonga -
ing to the Kymes and Percys, till the 12th of Jan. 1378.

That at the Petition of Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland,.
Alexander, Archbithop of York, appropx:iated, it to tha-Prior and
Convent Monaftic of Hextildefbam (Hexham) referving out of the
fruits thereof to himfelf and fucceffors, Archbifhops of York, an.
annual penfion of 135..9d. and to Dean and Chapter gs. 8d. pay-
able at Pentecoft and Martinmas. And alfo a competent portion-

for a Vicar therein to ferve, and which- was confirmed by. the:
Chapter of York.

- A
€ AT AL O G U E
| 'OI'TH;

RECTORS of the CHURCH of ILKLEY.

- Temp. Inflit. Refores Ecclefie.  Patrons.

r1 Kalend. Dec. 1242 William de Flixthorp, Philip de Kyme
2 Id. O&. 1286 William Malherbe, Philip de Kyme
2 Kal.  April 1295 William de Afhby, Idem

1o Kal.  Nov. 1307 Robert de Cottingham, Idem
12 Kal July 1314 William de Cottingham,  William de Kyme .,

ALL-
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A L L-S A I

A

N T s.

CATALOGUE

OF THE

VICARS o I LKLTETY

Temp. Inftit.

22 September
10 January

7 February
9 May

15 July
April
10 January
4 December
18 September
8 July
2 Auguft

8 Auguft
7 O&ober

13 December
4 May

19 January

7 September

29 October
March
May
April

26 April

19 July

1406
1427
1472
1473

15Q7

1523
1511

1545

1554
1668
1572
1583
1595
1508
31607
1640
1665
1703
1716
1726

1734
1735

1745
1778

Vicars.

Gilbert de Thorp Arch, Cap,
Richard Garmoth, Cap.
William White, Cap;
John Bafton, Cap,
Thomas Harper, Cap.
Thomas Jenkinfon, Cap.
Thomas Warder, Cap.
John Gronell, Clerk,

John Myddop, Clerk,

John Pulleyne, Clerk,

John Wilfon, Clerk,
Thomas Carr, Clerk,
Hugo Rawood, Clerk,
William Cockfon,

George Snell,

Richard Hodgfon, C1. A. M.
Anthony Coats, Clerk,
William Huftler, Cl. A. B.
George Dawfon,

Mr. John Rhodes,

Mr. Thomas Lifter,

Mr, Travers,

Mr, Lifter again (Mr. Tra-
vers having refigned, )

Edmund Befton, Clerk,

John Chapman,

Patrons.

Prior & Conventde HexHarx .
dem.

Idem

Idem-

Idem .

Id.em )

Idem

Rex Hens VIIT,

* Idem Rex

Chrift. Maude, de Holling-.-
hall, Affignat.

Arthuri Maude
Idem

Archbp. by Lapfe -
Elizabeth Regina
James Maude
Robert Maude -
R. Maude -
Archbp. by Lapfe
Stephen Wilkes.
Idem

Mrs. Florence Bowles of:
Richmond

Archbp. by Lapfe

Mrs. Bowles

Mrs. Bowles

Geo. Hartley of Richmond

TESTA -
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TESTAMENTARY BURIALS

In ILKLEY-CHURCH.

7 O&ober 1427 Richard Garmoth, Vicar,
€4 Olober 1559  John Middleton of Stubham Lodge, Efq.
2 Augult 1549 Sir William Middleton of Stockheld, Knight,
1 June 1665 Anthony Coats, Vicar.
1509  William Maude,

NzsTFIELD, 2 town in the Parith of Ilkley, which Robert de-
Plumpton held for half a Knight's fee of Robert de Percy, and he
of the heirs of Henry Percy, and they of the King ia Capite.

MippLETON and StuBmam, another town in Ikley-parifh,
which Patrick de Weftwick, and Peter de Middleton, held for the

fourth-part of a Knight’s fee of the Percys, and they of the Kings
in Capite, | '

- Anfwered at Spofforth,
and do now anfwer.

\



STRICTURES on LONGEVITY,
ALi‘UDED TO IN PAGE 20.

SINCE the days of David, Longevity feems to have been nearly
upon an equipoife, and we have authority to deem the age of
cighty years, the ftandard of fuperannuation in his time, as it alfo
feems to be the modern boundary.

« Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourfcore years
¢« old,”—< I am this day fourfcore years old: and can I difcern
« between good and evil? Can thy fervant tafte what I eat or
<« what I drink ? Can I hear any more the voice of finging men and.
« finging women? wherefore then fhould thy fervant be yet a
« burden unto my Lord the King? 2d Samuel, ch., xix. A
_ lengthened period of life, in a ftate of health,- hath been the with
and obje& of all times and nations. In the prediluvian world,
Longevity is marked as one of the bleflings of the Patriarch,
and indeed fo ftrong is our bias to live long, that there remains
fcarce a doubt but youth and puberty would fubfcribe to it, on the
average and chance of all thofe infirmities, which in a common

B © way
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way accompany age. The prefervation of life for the good pur-
pofes of our creation, is interwaven with our nature; it pervades
the Saint, and it even feizes the Wretched ; witnefs the cautions and
means ufed on all occafions to counteraét its extin&ion, and blunt
the ftroke of Death, by thofe refources and that array of help
with which we are furrounded. The fable of the old Man, with
his faggot of fticks, well illuftrates our attachment in this point;
and Tully, a competent judge on this fubjeét, for he was fome-
what experienced, (dying in his 64th year) and acute in fpecula-
tion, gives, in a view of the human feafons, his fuffrage to old Age,
when reafon and the paffions becoming more governable, life is
enjoyed with more ferenity and order, on which happinefs and the
" relative duties of fociety depend. We are now fpeaking as to indi-
viduals, for a world compofed of inhabitants at any one given
point of age, would not comport with its neceffary occupations, as
to enterprife, judgment, and device, hewers of wood and drawers
of water. ‘The precife line of fene&itude, will alfo differ, as ob-
jeéts pafs before us. It will vary as to countries, cities, habits
and fituations, whlch endlefs collateral circumftances will again di-
verfify.

!

However, fetting afide,.whether the brevity of life is to be Ia-
mented, or its duration coveted, let us inquire how, in a natural or
artificial courfe, the laft is to be obtained. If we look into Art,
we mean fo far as regards fpecific remedies, we fhall have no rea-
fon to boaft of any fecurity. The empirical pretenfions of fuch-
like venal men, of whom we daily read, fly as we purfue. Either
their noﬁrums for prefent maladies are ftill-borne, or the bubble
of the day, too fatally experienced, till advertifements and perjuries
no longer fupport the impoftor, and credulity expires fatiated, but

t0q late, with fraud and difappaintment.
To
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To look into our public papers, one would be apt to think that.
the grave would foon want its vanquithed; but alas!. the black
catalogue of mortality proves the reverfe of that idea. Did medi-
cines operate but half as powerfully in our bodies as they do even in.
books of fcientific charaéter, we fhould have fome reafon to expe&.
the wifhed-for attainment; but, maugre all diffimulation, not even:
a tithe of that power is the truth, notwithftanding the boafts of:
Afclepiades, ¢ that he would not be fick,” and the no lefs pre~
fumption of Paracelfus, with his Remedy to prolong Life, who ex-
pired in his sgth year, while the more modeft Hippocrates. andi
Galen lived feverally a cenwry.. K

It is but too manifeft, that the utmoft man can do ¢ to baffle
Time’s refiftlefs power,” lies but in. a narrow circle, and probably
is beft accomplifhed by the moft fimple means. Medicine may. pro-
perly ftep in to operate in- acute cafes and confliéts; but exercife,
diet, and other kindred precautions, muft be allowed the grand:

foundations an which the human tenement can moft fecurely:
ftand. ‘

We may fpeak of Nature, in the language of credit, which is
to keep a ballance between our receipts and expences, fo as fome-
times to admit of occafional calls upon our conflitution, but prin-
cipally to regulate its concerns by the long-acknowledged rules of
happy temperance. Even pleafures are heightened by a mode-
rate ufe, and he who fteers by that compafs will aflfuredly find
his fatisfa®ions more agreeable, and his exit lefs painful,

But things in every ftage of life muft be confidered as compara-
tive; they will take their tin®ure or complexion down from wealth.

(o)
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1o indigence, according as they are viewed through the mediums
of health and profperity, ficknefs and poverty. The fame man
conceives life to be different in different fituations; hence the diffi-
culty of fixing what feafon is the fummit or criterion of fubftantial
happinefs. But it is time to afk, if the precepts and maxims hitherto
advanced, are likely to procure Longevity, whatever may be its
intrinfic value. . That particular trades are more than ordinarily
expofed to danger, fo as to fap the principles of health, is a
fadt too obvious to be doubted, and Rammazini hath given vs a
detail of thofe occupations to which certain difeafes may be an-
nexed; but it muft be confefled, that the havock made under this
view, is as nothing in the fcale, comparatively, to what is entailed
by luxury. Hence, it probably happens, that we find fewer
noble and opulent Adults, in proportion, than among the lower
orders of men, I knew a domeftic, that dying in his 87th year,
had feen a fucceffion of feven Dukes, his principals.

It is well known, that an able Dignitary of the Law, (the late
Chief Juftice W.) affiduouily inquifitive after the means of attaining
long life, was ufed to atk the moft antient witnefles that came
before him in the courfe of bufinefs, the modes and habits of their
lives; but the refult happened to be, that amidft fuch a contrariety
of accounts, where the abftemious, fober, drunken, and the riot-
ous prefented, and whofe food, occupations, and refidences were
equally contrafted, the learned Judge had no ground whereon to
frame a code for his own conduét and obfervance. Neverthelefs it
appeared that Longevity chiefly became the lot of thofe who moftly
breathed their native air, lived remote from large towns, and,
above all, were early rifers. Indeed the circomftance of rifing
. early implies fome regularity as to the hours of fleep; for it is cer-
tain that he who infringes on the night muft neceflarily embezzle

from
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from the day. Hence we may infer, and experience fo teaches,
that regularity in that important office of reft, in its proper feafon,
is a capital adjun&, and may be truly called the leading Handmaid
of cheerful Longevity. That original ftamina will fuperfede many
obftacles that arife in the way of health, is no lefs true than that ill
formation or parental defe@s of conftitution will entail complaint
on their refpetive iffue. The fedentary and ftudious are alfo more
liable, in a given proportion, to'maladies and brevity of life, than
others born with equal ftrength, under lefs fentiment and more
agility; and yet it hath been obferved of Poets (we fpeak of the
moft diftinguifhed clafs) that they have ufually been Long-livers.
Perhaps a lively imagination, and that vivacity with which we may
fuppofe them atuated at intervals, may fpur circulation, and prave
the fuccedaneum of exercife. Indeed poetry may be confidered as
a fpecies of attainment, derived, according to the old adage, ra-
ther than acquired, in which laborious ftudy in the chair is not fo
neceflary. Hence, as cheerfulnefs is {o nearly allied to health, we
cannot but upon the fame principle recommend to advanced years
the enlivening fociety of young company.

Upon a retrofpection to that peaceable order of men, called Qua-
kers, we find among them neither Painters, Poets, nor Muficians,
nor indeed any remarkable inftances of old. Age; but in this refpe&
we are to confider their comparative numbers, and the modern
date of their Se&t. The ingenious and well-informed Dr. Petcival
of Manchefter, in fome calculations made on the births and burials
of the inhabitants of that town and its environs, has given us an un-
- expeted fa& of a greater number of deaths in a certain propor-
tion of that order, notwithftanding their known regularity, than
~ in the community at large; but at the fame time he hath offered a
*B | pro-



¢*6)

probable folution of “this feeming paradox. See that Author’s Obfer-
vations on the State of. Population in. Manchefler, and other adjacent
Places 1773,

In the perplexity of means to atain Age, in which modern ine
ftances have been-concerned, we may mention alacrity as an ingre-
dient, as it muft contribute to harmonize the mind, and promote
the fecretions, on which our heakth fo much depends. We eannot
prefcribe any particular kind of diet. All European countries boaft
examples of Longevity over the other quarters, nor is Swedenwant-
ing an elevated diftin&ion in.the liff. In the inftance of Jenkins,
poverty was liis blefling; in that of Parr, luxury was at laft his
bane. We might quote in favour of penury, the life of Margaret
Patten of Paifley, in Scotland, who died anno 1739, in the parifh
work-houfe in Weftminfter, aged. 136 years. Nor here can. we
omit the following infcription in Thorner church, within a few.
miles of the diftri& which gives rife to the preceding poem:

¢ John Phillips, Gent. was born at Carlton, in the parifh of
* Stokefley, in Cleveland, in the year 1625. He died in this tawn,,
¢ and was buried in this Chancel 1742, in the 118 year of his age.

< As to attain with health to this age fhould not be loft to pofte-

¢ rity, George Lord Bmgley and Harriot Lady Bingley gave this
* ftone to his memory,”

Thorner, near Leeds, is lowly fituated, and the houfe in which
M. Phillips lived (now rebuilt) was furrounded by moift ground.
He fubfifted the latter part of his time, by choice, (for he was
fubftantial) much upon milk and potatoes. He was born in the firft

year
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year of Charles the Firft, lived in the reigns of eight Kings and
Queens, befides the Ufurpation, and walked about to his dying
day. His teeth and hearing were good, his fight tolerable, and he
was naturally britk and a&ive: In perfon inclinable to be thin, to
which his piGture, taken at the age of above one hundred years,
correfponds. '

A perfeverance in convivial fcenes, will in time convey its owm:
admonitions, and well did the Philofopher a&, who advifed his
friend to return home, when he was met going to a banquet. Si-
milar to this ftep, alfb, was the anfwer of the veteran, upon being:
afked, how he attained to fuch an age, replied, ¢ By not frequent-
“ ing the tables of others.” The falutary means recommended in:
 the little book of Lewis Cornaro, to amend the conftitution or re~
trieve deferted health, confift principally in habitual temperance
and prudence, with occafional abftinence, of which he was himfelf
an illuftrious example; and our countryman, Dr. Cheyne, has like--
wife given the palm, in fuch cafes, to an obfervance of that rule,.
or otherwife, to evacuate, or be fick. The fagacious Armftrong,.
alfo, has delivered medical precepts, in his 4t of preferving Health,.
with deep profeffional fkill, drefled in all the fafcinating charms.
of finithed poetry, :

We might quote inftances of long life in abundance, but as jt
would be only an enumeration of names, without real information,.
we refer the inquifitive in that line, to the fcattered detail of others;.

from Lucian’s recitals down to the colle&ion of the late Dr. Camp--
bell, entitled Hermippus Redivivus.

A refult drawn from the preceding premifes will appear to be,
that the preventative or dietetic rather than the curative part, bids

the:
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the faireft to procure the purpofed end of a healthy length of years,

" both with refpe& to cafual or natural obftacles, and all thofe bodily
contingencies on which health and fatisfation fo much depend.

In the review of this our fubje&®, we cannot decline bringing
forward Hopkin Hopkins, the little Welchman, exhibited by his pa-
rentsasa public fhow, but who was in truth an humiliating {pe&acle.

1 faw him sam0 1750, when he was in his 14th year, with all the
marks and debility of extreme old age. He was low in ftature,
under forty inches, weighing then about fourteen pounds, and had

- never exceeded feventeen pounds. He ftooped much, was’ deaf,
toothlefs, had a grey head, incipient catara&s that dimmed his fight,
a {fmall querulous voice, and a face fo wrinkled as to give you the
idea of a withered winter-apple, immaturely gathered. His greateft
effort feemed to be that of pulling out his watch. His capacity was

as contracted as his fize, and betrayed a ftate of equal fuperannuation,

At the age of feven years he had arrived at the meridian of life.
His morning was fhort, but his evening long. This epitome of man
feemed to realize the fabulous ftory of the ngmncs, dying in 1744

of a gradual decay of nature at the expiration of feventeen years

. and two months, Such were the traits of this aged youth, and
fuch the life of this remarkable human Ephemeron.—~Information
fays that the parents had then fix children left, all of whom no way

differed from other children, excepting one girl of twelve years,
who weighed only eighteen pounds, and bore moft of the cha-
ra&ers of her brother when at that age.

TO



OLIVER GOLDSMITH, M.D.

"THESE ADDENDA are DEDICATED

Tn "Remenbrance of ‘a Debt, due for the Pleafare and Tmprovement derived from
' R ~his ineftimable Poetry.

A MAN cannot be very avaricious of Bdnor, nor fufpe&ted
of .adulation, when he dedicates to a late Inhabitant of this
Globe, and more efpecially when the addrefs -exhibits a mingled
detail of complaint and panegyric. What reparation you can
make for the infults lately offered te the Mufes, will be difficult to
determine ; ftart not, gentle Shade, at {0 unexpeéted an accufation,
for fure I am, that the fpecimens you have lately left to the world
will bear ample teftimony to the truth of this aflertion,

C | Had
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Had not fo rifing a Genius appeared, far, far Iefs, would have

been the awkward imitators of your admirable Poems, the Tra-
‘weller and Deferted Village; fuch pretenders, like the moth, play
about the flame only to their own danger; and I fpeak this with:
the greater confidence, as I feel myfelf firongly included in the
predicament.

The decrees of Heaven are juft, otherwife a contra&ed mind
might expoftulate, why you was born only to let us tafte the
beauties of poetry in fuch engaging fentiments and ftyle, or that
a larger period was mot afligned to your cascer.®. - - - :

If this my offering ever relieves defert, by giving pleafure to
the eafy and opulent Sons of Fortune, the prior merit is yours,
as the firft idea of framing my wifling pieges, in the fervice -of
Charity, was in confequence of reading your Works, which
dragged forth the latent troops of Helicon from their otherwife
impregnable receffes.

* Ofténdent terris bunc tansum fata, neque ultra
Effe [rsens.

Virg, JEa. Lib, vi. 870«

Thls 'yotith en edrth-the Patesbue jult difplay,
And foen, too foon, they fnatch the igift: awdy.
. Warton,
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Be not jealous at my ambition to affimilate qualities, for it Is
your charity * only, to which I could poflibly aim to afpire, as my
ouwn defpair would have been an etcrmal barrier aninﬁ a»ttemptmg
any literary emulation,

If fpirits meet according to the language of Poetry, on the
Elyfian fhore, oh! may I there learn to transfer a ray of your
fire, wherewith to renovate my own! orif perchance as writers,

® Although the Dod&or had little to fpare, like a true genius who foared:
above worldly matter, he gave with a comparative profufion, though not always
with diftinguifhed propriety, as to the object of his beneficence. The following anec-
dote will illuftrate his charaiter in a private and minute inftance, which generally
fhew the genuine heart, more than ftudied eloguence or confpicuous aitions, the
fa I had from the party, who.met the Do&tor in the ftreet, when the incident
happeneds  That during a converfation, one of thofe importunate beggars, which
fwarm in-our Metropolis,. interpofed, with a true hacknied tone, to whom the
Dodtor gave a fhilling, The perfon, with the graduated precifion of a barometer:
for he was a bookfeller, and knew the gradations of the Do&or’s pocket, think.
ing fuch: bounty a.mifapplication, took the liberty to obferve upon it, in that firain,
To which reproof, the Dottor replied; ¢ Limit not me, Sir, in what to give, a
¢ fcanty pittauce is mockery; a fhilling, the man will feel.” The Do&or
feemingly wanted a dafh of the vice of avarice, and in fome degree the virtue
of affability, but with all his foibles, (and who is exempt?) he was truly a great
genius. I have: been lately informed that he was a Sizor in Tnmty-College,,
Dublin; and very harfhly treated by his tutor. The Do&or was born Nov, 29,
#731, in the county of Longford, Ireland, =nd died at London, April 4, 1774,
aged 43 years, as exprefled. on his Monument in Weftminfter-Abbey.——Some.
anecdates are lately given of him, in Davies’s Life of Garrick,

we
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we fhould aflociate on a friendly fhelf, or join company in fome
mifcellany, my only with as a Poetafter, is, that the fruit of . my
feeble efforts, may never ftand contrafted with the fair appearance
and intrinfic value of your own perennial produions.

I am, moft refpectful Shade,

Your warm and grateful ad:ﬁ:er,, :

Tue AUTHOR.



A S KETCH

Of FRANCIS GROSE, Esg; F.A.S.

-

(AUTHOR OF THE BRITISH ANTIQUITIES)

By a2 FRIEN D.

SI NCE, thanks to Heav’n’s high bounty, frce,
And bleft with Independency,

1 tafte, from bufy fcenes remote,

Sweet Leifure in a peaceful Cot,

‘While other Bards for int’reft chufe

To proftitute their venal Mufe,

And offer incenfe with defign

To pleafe the Great, at Falthood’s fhrine,

Suppofe for paftime I portray

Some valu’d friend in faithful lay.

B Grose
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Grose to my pen a theme fupplies,
With life and laughter in his eyes.
Oh! how I can furvey with pleafure
His breaft and fhoulders, ample meafure,
His dimpl'd chin, and rofy cheek,
His fkin from inward lining fleek.

When to my houfe he deigns to pafs
Through winding ways, to take a glafs,
How gladly ent’ring in I fee
His belly’s vaft rotundity !

But tho’ fo fat, he beats the Leaner
In eafe, and bodily demeanour;
And in that mafs of fleth fo droll

Refides a foc.ial,v gen’;ous foul.

Humble —and modefl to excefs,
Nor confcious of his worthinefs,
He’s yet too proud to worthip State
And haunt with courtly bend: the great.
* He draws not for an idle word,
Like modern Duellifts, his fivord,
But thews upon a grofs affront '
The valour of a Bellamont,
On comic themes, in grave difputes, .
His fenfe the niceft palate fuits;

¢ Mr, G. is a military gentleman.

And
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And more, he’s with good-nature bleft,
Which gives to Senfe fuperior zeft,

His age if you are nice to know,
Some two-and forty years ago,
Euphrofyne upon. his birth:

Smil'd gracious, and the God of Mirth
O’er bowls of Ne&ar fpoke his joy,
And promis’d vigour to the Boy.

With Horace, if in height compar’d,,
He fomewhat overtops the Bard;:
Like Virgil too, I muft confefs,
He’s rather negligent in drefs;;
Reftlefs befides, he loves to roam,
And when he feems moft fix'd at home,
Grows quickly tir’d, and breaks his tether,
And fcours away in fpight of weather;
Perhaps by fudden ftart to France,
Or elfe to. Ireland takes a dance;
Or fchemes for. Iraly purfues,
Or fecks.in England other Views;
And tho’ ftill plump, and in good cafe, ‘
He fails or rides from place to place,
So oft to.various parts has been,
So much of towns and manners feen,

He
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He yet with learning keeps alliance,
Far travell’d in the fields of Science;
Knows more, I can’t tell how, than thofe

Who pore whole years on Verfe and Profe; .

And while thro’ pond’rous works they toil,
Turn pallid by the midnight oil, '

He’s judg'd, as Artift, to inherit
No fmall degree of Hogarth’s fpirit; ~
Whether he draws from London air
The Cit fwift driving in his chair,.
O’erturn’d with precious Sirloin’s load,” . < -
And frighted Madam in the road, .
While to their darling Vill they haﬁe,
~ So fine in Afiatic tafte; .
Or Baftard fworn to fimple Loon;
Or Se&s that dance to Satan’s Tune.

Deep in Antiquity he’s read,
And tho’ at College never bred,
As much of things appears to know, ’
As erft knew Leland, Hearne, or Stowe ;

Brings many a proof and fhrewd conjeture

Concerning Gothic Architeéture ;
Explains how by mechanic force
* Was thrown of old, Stone, Man ot I-Iorfe ;

® Vid. Pref, to Antiquities, p. 11.

Defcribes
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Defcribes the Kitchen high and wide,
Which lufty Abbot’s paunch fupply’d ;
Of antient ftru®ures writes the fame,
And on their ruins builds his Name.

® Oh late may, by the Fates dectee,
My Friend’s Metempfychofis be, -
But when the time of change fhall come,
And Atropos fhall feal his doom,
Round fome old Caftle let him play,
‘The brifk Ephemeron of a day;
Then from the thore-liv'd race efcape,
To pleafe again in human fhape.

N’vo 30, 1773.

® Cur Antigttarian is a Httle partial to the Dotirine of Tranfinigration.



P A R A L L E L.
WHARFDALE and WENSLEYDALE.

N the Brow of Chevin, in the feparate roads leading; from
Leeds or Bradford to the Vale, the Traveller. has-a- view of

more than what Arcadian Scenes could boaft, becaufe it exhibits every
rural image of that celebrated fpot, with the polithed traces of refined
urbanity. ‘The diftant woods of Middleton, and of Denton withits
ftately edifice, the lawny fertility of Wefton and Burley, where
the river iffues in a full-formed flream, as it were from a fylvan
urn; the town of Otley, with the arches of its handfome bridge;
the gay manfion of Farnley, with its neat and regular environs;
the grouping beautics of Leathley; the clified protuberance of
Alms-Cliff; the fober confequence of Arthington, which improves
by clofer infpetion; the fwelling verdure of Weardly-Mount;
the Re&ory and Tower of Kirby, with the crowning grandeur
of Harwood-Houfe and its Caftle, and the back ground of the
hills, all under the eye, conftitute at oncc, a fcene of nature and
elegance that is irrefiftible, and almoft unrivalled. But fimilar
to the view from Richmond in Surrey, compared to the Vale of
Nice, each have their peculiar beauties, which, like the human
face, fafcinate and endear by attraétions totally different, Lefs

diffe-
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different are the rivers of the Eure and the Wharfe, both meander
nearly alike, and like combatants contending for vi&ory, agree to
divide the palm,

Befides the ftru&tures alluded to, there remain two others of re-
fpe&able rank, Cayley and Bramhope, which from their retired
fituations, are not included in the profpe®, although belonging to
the valley. But this defcription hath been in its outlines already
fketched, by a Writer (fee the tour through Great-Britain, printed
1740) who compares the fcenery to the famous vale of Palermo
in Sicily.

- Wharfdale is my native, Wenfleydale my adopted Child. Let
us drop partiality, and fee how their refpe@ive merits ftand. In
magnitude, they feem nearly equal. In.the firft, you have more
art, becaufe property is more divided; in the laft, fuperior Nature
prevails in the great lineaments of: hettchara&er.

‘The Wharfe flows with more copioufhefs, and by filling its banks
continues longer to fatisfy the eye: The Eure frolicks in her courfe,
amufes with iflands and cafcades, yet rambles more concealed,
becaufe her banks are more wooded ; but both are alike the fportf-.
man’s delight. In quality of Land; as well as: roads, the campetis
tion may be balanced:

In regard to fcenery, Wharfdale may be pronounced more
brilliant and picturefque, Wenfleydale more venerable and ro-
mantic, being decorated with antient ruins and ftriking catara@s.
It ane pleads the advantages of proximity to trade, the confump-

tian
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tion of produce, with every comparative convenience at hand; the
other fets up her minerals, more tranquillity with fportive amufe-
ments, and perhaps a greater exemption from vice and alfo from
expence in the articles of life. If a Zucarelli claimed Wharfdale
as the fubje& of his pencil, as more elegant; a Pouffin would feize
upon Wenfleydale, as the objec of his genius, becaufe more
fublime.

But the frame of the piece, as we may call the marginal mountains,
muft be decifively allotted to Wenfleydale, as they are fo adapted
by their level furface for either walking or equeftrian exercife,
In a few words, I make Wharfdale my Venus, and Wenfleydale
my Juwo; but own them both divine. If the one hath more
beauty, the other hath more dignity; but were the Britith Apelles
to draw a figure complete, he would undoubtedly borrow features
from both. But is competttion ftill decided? For the Author’s part,
he freely owns himfelf incompetent to the choice, wavering to de-
legate the prize, and -at hft finds that divided tafie, like twe
parallel lines, does not fenfibly approximate towards a preference,
thinking each the favourite by turns, when immediately ender in-
fpe&ion. But happy and grateful is he, who has it in his power
to enjoy this refined and innocent polygamy.

If general fociety be annexed to the ideas of rural life, the
Wharfe will moftly captivate; if a more fequeftered participation
of its joys be the defired obje&, the Eure muft then prevail, To
purfue the controverfy, and to bring it to 2 more delicate difcrimi-
nation, we find that even the touchftone of fepulture will not de-
termine; for if I was :to carry a with to the grave, my heart
fhould mix with either of the foils where it laft ceafed to move.

TO



TO THE

" REVEREND J. H MA
S1R,

HE following Paftoral, a Foundling, -is of a new fpeéics, or
rather variety in the poetical {yftem. It contains neither
Daify, Violet, nor Rofe, nor any one article to compofe a garland.
What an Arcadian would fay to this, I know not, but thofe pra&i-
tioners and judges, lived not in days when forced fruit was fo
much in fathion, nor in a country where Art endeavoured daily to
fupplant Nature. Indeed, all that can be faid for its appearance in
this month (December) lkies, I apprehend, within narrow limits;
that it was a Winter’s incident, and incidents are beft related when
recent. If the Dialogue does not contribute to cheer, it will not,
I truft, tend to damp the feftival, or increafe our prefent gloom.
Whether you join with me in this apology or not, it is withed that
you will confider the whole as innocent, fanciful frolic, and ar all
events proteét the foundling.

I am cultivating better ground for a real crop, may you nevet
thave fo barren a farm as the fkirts of Parnafus, which never yet
brought me a turnip. The Mufes have made me what I am, -
rough, lean and awkward. As they have given you a finer fpirit,

may you produce a brighter ray.
Iam, &c.
F ' AMYNTAS
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AMYNTAS and CELESTIN A4,
A DIALOGUE
The SCENE, BoLToN.WooDS, WrNsLEYDALE, Dec. 1780.

S late thro” BoLTox’s glades, flow-mufing time,
To robe a cafual thought in fimple rhyme,
Led by a found (that floated in the brecze)
Of rural pipe and foftly whifp’ring trees,
I to the fylvan brow forth fought my way,
And heard Amyntas powr his am’rous lay
Clofe by the margin of a lif’ning ftream,
While Hope, Defpair, Succefs engaged his theme,
Who thus began—

AMYNTAS
Delicious Maid! to thee my thoughts I fend,
O may'f} thou, Charmer! thefe my thoughts befriend,
Give to the longing youth, eftrang’d to guile,
Love’s pureft bloflom,—yes, one gentle fmile;
'Then beck’ning Hope wou’d cancel all alarms,
And Fancy paint thee in my wooing arms,

C ELESTTIN A
" Forbear, fond Bwain, nor farther urge your fway,
Nor fpeak the language of infpiring May,
Do cold December’s frofts accord with lave?
Or polar blafts hymeneal rites improve ?
Then wait the feafon when all Nature fings,
And leave to chance the fweets that feafon brings.

AMYNTAS,
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A MY NT A S.

Thy mandates, Nymph, are fure commands to me,
Thy accents fweeter than the thymy Bee.
But can the Swain poftpone a day, an hour,
That muft detain him from the blifsful bow’r?
Come then, my center’d world, celeftial dove,
And gently lay to reft—impaffioned love.

CELESTIN A

Have I not told thee that the fnow-clad plain;.
Forbidding fcene, is not the fhepherd’s reign ;
‘Why would’ft thou then antempt, with fwelling fails,.
To gain the Cyprian fhore *gainft adverfe gales?
Partial to Summer’s funs, each pictur'd fight,
Me the mild images ¢f Love delight,

A MYNT A S.

Could we not to fome rural cottage firay,
Congenial fram’d, and pratde years away ;
Where neither time, coy looks, nor Satyr’s eye,
Our tender tranfports ever wou'd annoy?

No a&s thould once profeflions, love, deface;
Eternal funfhine thould my foul embrace.

-

CELESTILNA

Ah! pleafing pleader, and ah! foothing man,
" Why would'ft thou try a latent flame to fan;
Or deem that I from liberty will part,
And give to cleric ufe a playful heart?
O pity my reftraint and guefs my mind,
The Fair that kills, muft furely prove unkind.
AMYNTAS,
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A MYNT A S
Thanks to my ftars that bring fuch genial rays,
To foften life and fmooth its various ways,
To check the fervid fever of my youth,
And mingle in my cup the zeft of Truth.
As fhines the glow-worm with its native light,
8o placid Celeftine illumes the night.

CELESTTIN A
A truce to argument and ruftic verfe,
Let Nature, mute, alone her tale exprefs.
Difguife, avaunt! ye clouds no longer frown, -
The choiceft viands fhall our banquet crown.
To fwell the paft’ral fports no fanguine ftain,
Shall with confent pollute this hallow’d plain.

A MY NT A S

- No fold T rob, no kids-of mine are flain,
Nor fhall my realm one bleeding vi&im ftain.
The limpid ftream and health-enfuring air,
Milk from, my kine, with vegetable fare,

Are all the ftores I boaft: then come, O! tafte

And fhare with me the plenty of a feaft,

D U E T.
‘Where calm contentment fpreads her artlefs charms,
While peaceful union-every want difarms,



‘T ©O

L OR D B** * A R D,

ON HTIS

B I R T H-D A Y,
THE 27th or JULY, 1778.

F humble Bards you condefcend to hear,
Accept, my Lord, the tribute of the year.
Permit a Friend, with fome prefaging fkill,
To beat the covert of the myftic hill,
Pant in the chafe, or loiter in the way,
And fketch the features of -a future fway.

Come, B***ARD! come, with all thy mental flore,
And let me live preceding ages o’er.
Refreth my fnowy years, the Winter’s gloom,
With Attic funfhine and with Roman bloom.
Plant in my breaft a VAne or HAMPDEN’Ss name,

And fo relume a near-extinguifth’d flame,
G

Rous’d
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Rous’d at the found, my Mufe new vigour gains,
And hours dance lightly to prefuming ftrains.
Perenmial honors from full fources ftream,
Refulgent glories on thy bofom beam.

If twice fix circling funs produce fuch fruit,
Sprung from the noble ftem of RaBy’s root,

Say, Time, what then muft be the promis’d zeft,
When on maturity our views we reft?

Be thine the tafk to climb fweet Hybla’s fteep,

And all the fertile fields of Science reap.

The myrtle chafte, the laurel bold difplay,

The Critic’s ivy and the Poet’s bay.

With deep-read Bacon fearch the fterling mine,
Where native gems with orient luftre thine;

Now catch the kindling {park from SHaks¥EARE’s fire,
Or with my Tuomson firike the rapt’rous lyre.
Drink at the fount whence living waters flow,

And now with moral Youne and MiLToN glow.
Form’d in the School of Tafte, by Candour taugh,
Paufe at each line with fenfe and fancy fraught.

May parent-manners magically. charm
May melting eloquence the Senate warm,
While wond’ring crowds a mute attention prove,
And ftamp the man of univerfal love.
Proceed, fair Youth, the Augur’s tale expand,
And rife the genius of a finking land. .
Mark Wifdom’s fteps, to what refinement prone,
Court the coy Nymph and make her all your own.

Then
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Then fhall hiftoric page thy worth proclaim, |
And boundlefs bear thee thro” a world of fame.

Yet think not thus, that fhe falutes the ear
With venal incenfe, or delufive cheer.
Nor lefs to thee, O B¥**ARD! than the Song,
The powers of Truth and Dignity belong,
Sooner fhall claffic realms negleéted lie,
A gloomy wafte, unfolac’d by the fky,
Than fhe, by all the tuneful Maids! impart
One fimple line an alien to her heart.
Though Fartune decks thee with her richeft goods,
~ The lofty temple, widely-fwelling woods;
Her finny lakes, the gayly deer-fpread plain;
The buxom herds, the tra&ts of golden grain ;
The fmiling circle of luxuriant fields,
And every charm that bounteous Nature yields;
Yet barter not thy blifs for fcenes alone;
Contentment’s pupil, make the world thy own.

The man thus tutor’d, or by Nature caft,

Will find in ev’ry clime a rich repaft;

No latent woes his pricelefs peace deftroy,

Bleft in fucceffion of perpetual joy.

If then be thitfts, the tinkling rills fuffice ;

And in the dreary defert, raptures rife:

Nor envies he the Courtier’s prefling fail,

The Nabob’s ftore, or aromatic gale.

For him no Ganges need to roll its flood,

No fcutcheon prove a high defcent of blood;
He
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He afks no Herald’s blaze, no Poet’s ftrains,

Since the chief good his breaft alone contains;
Like yonder fphere, each part a central fpot,
Shines forth the Man contented with his lot.

The objeéts fuch, be thine the aiming eye;

Time fmiles confent, or not prophetic I. '
Unchequer'd then fhall prove each promis’d day,.
And 1o Pazans grace thy lib’ral fway,

May white-rob’d hours their kindeft influence fhed,
And well-earn’d honors radiate round thy head.
‘To Might ally’d, long may Britannia trace
Succeflive B¥**ARDS of thy lineal race;

Through years extended to an endlefs line,

May they in ev’ry great achievement fhine!

On, Fancy, on, the pleafing theme purfue,

And bring his dawning luftre more to view.
But foftly paufe, ere yet the bud be blown,
And trophiced Science hails him as her own.

AN



A € C 0 U N T
‘O F T'HA-E
QAK a -C OWTHOR P,

Near WEATHERBY, YORKSHIRE, 1774

WHEN I firft heard of the Oak at Cowthorp, the defcription
'V¥Y  was in fuch general terms, as to give me the idea only
of a tree of vaft circumference, I therefore annexed to it in
‘my mind an equivalent flature and vigorous health; but in thefe
two laft circumftances, -1 found myfelf, on a view in the month of
Auguft 1774, much miftaken. Inftead of that ereét column that
fancy had formed and curidfity hoped to find, the ruin only of an
enormous tree prefented itfelf; neverthelefs this defe& was amply
fupplied by itstruly awful afpe, and the extraordinaty magnitude
.of its remaining parts.

H Indeed,
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Indeed, at firft, I wondered from the cafual relation I received,
that a tree of fuch prefumptive value as I had figured to myfelf
this to be, fhould have fo long efcaped the grafping hand of ava-
rice or convenience, under fo many proprietors to which, through
the courfe of ages, it muft have been fubje& ; but in this article
I was alfo undeceived, as the knotty protuberances, of which
it is full, muft have rendered it at all periods unfit and unprofitable
for any mechanical purpofes. It therefore now appears more a
venerable than'a pleafing objeét, on account of its perithing ftate,
and feems chiefly to challenge the fingularity only of becoming
ere it expires, perhaps the oldeft vegetable in the world.

The above conje&ure is founded upon its fuperior girth to any
Oak in this Ifland, that has been hitherto defcribed within my
knowledge, and to the flow advances.and long duration of that
fpecies of wood. The tree mentioned by Adanfon, in his account
of the country about the river Senegal, has in fome inftances greater
dimenfions; but as the progrefs of vegetation is well known to be
more rapid in warmer climates, where thefe phenomena of rooted
life are produced, they will confequently tend with- 'more celerity
towards their final deftru&ion. Hence the life of the Chefnut Tree,
or rather aggregate of ftems, which Brydone in his tour to Sicily,
mentions to be now growing on Mount Etna, though immenfe,
‘cannot be put in point of fuppofed age, in a competition here, and
lefs fo may the more perifhable trees, fpoken of by Evelyn in his
Sylva, although rivals in fome other refpeéts. -

. Captain Charles Tarrant,engineer,and an ingenious draught{man,
who did me the favour to take a portrait of the Oak now under confi-

deration,
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deration, confeffed, that although he had'traverfed much the woods
in America, -and feen a variety of exotics, as well as trees of a
fimilar kind to thofe of our own Ifland, yet he never beheld one,
that could pretend to any rivalfhip for circumference, with the

-Oak of Cowthorp,

Perhaps it will not be deemed a difficult or a firained pofition to
maintain, that the oldeft trees of the globe are to be found in the
hemperate zones, and that the parts moft genial to age in the vege-
table fyftem, will be.in or about the Britith latitudes. ‘'The torrid
blaze of the tropicks, and the checking colds of the polar circles,
feem both unfavourable to longevity in trees. Luxuriancy of foil
and benignity of climate, will give increafe, but while thofe cir-
cumftances haften maturity, they accelerate alfo the clofing period
of growth. In moving as well as in flill life, the progreffions of
age are clearly marked by fome acknowledged traits, or linea-
ments inherent to nature; and growth-with ftability, is known to
depend more upon a mediocrity of climate, than any other inci-
dent; which temperature, we in this Ifland may be faid to enjoy:
for the fuperior warmth of thofe fkies, that have fo long preferved
the Pyramids of Egypt, the Tower of Nimrod, although of brick,
and the hoary antiquities of Greece and Rome, do not peculiarly
favour the lengthened days of either plants, animals, or man.,

" Tradition fpeaks of this Oak being in decay for many genera-
tions, and a living Hiftorian of the village, thinks that he can rely
on the report for above two hundred years; this, with other pre-
fumptive proof that will follow, may ferve to confute the common
affertion, that an oak is one century in growing, another in perfec-

tion,
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tion, and:a third in decline. But I think e’ may-deduce from
fair premifes, not-only that the above.fpage of time.is . much too
limited, even for the gencrality of.good oaks, but that pussin particu-
lar has probably exifted eight hundred years. :Andhere Lam affifted
in my enquiry after that fuppofed age, from the canfideration of an
oak.in the New Foreft of Hants, in the diftri& of Bolderwood, to
‘whofe memory a handfome monument was erefted 1745, at the
-expence of John, then Lord Delawar: The infcription bears:tefti-
mony to. fome remains of that oak exifting in the ¥emembrance of
rperfons then living, from whence the arrow, glanced which proved
the death of William the Second, that event happening in the r2th
century, about 677 years ago; .and as'we nawrally fuppofe the oak
a grown one, when the accident happened, and not particularly
diftinguithed in bulk, we may reafonably compute .that. the: life of
our Coloflus, will attain to one thoufand : years.

In-point of age, were we to follow the conje€tures of ancient
writers, we Yhould find the derivation of fome trees ftanding in thejr
refpe@ive periods, to'be cozval with time itfelf, fuch were Pliny’s
HercynianOak, and the Idumzan Pine of Jofephus. So far how-
-ever feems to be more authentic, that-of all the ¢laims to long life
i the vegetable world, the Oak and Yew, from-their flow advances
-and {olid: texture, feem to ftand the foremoft candidates for fame
.in the fcale of duration: Nor is it to be doubted, but that the heart
of either of thofe trees, would in particular fituations, refift the
injuries of time, equally with, or even fuperior. to iron; and a cir-
.cumttance lately under my own obfervation will apply to this conjec-
ture. A piece of old oak, lately brought from BoltonCaftle, in Wen-
fleydale, being a part of that.ancient ftruéture, was found after the

‘wear
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wear of four hundred years and upwards, as freth and uninjured,
as at the firft day of its introduétion, and now ftands a {ubftantial
gate-poft, fusveying that Caftle whofe glory it once helped to fup-
port, and whofe ruins it now unimpaired, feemingly laments.

ctpmareland
Te is faid of the celcbrated oaks of Winfield Chale, mlﬁembep /.
dend, and thofe at Welbeck, in Nottinghamthire, that a coach may
eafily drive within their outlines; but concerning the oak we por-

tray, it is evident from the meafure, that fuppofing it hollowed for
the purpofe, two coaches might pafs a-breaft within its bounﬁs

The intermixture of foliage within the dead branches, which
now appear, are faithfully delineated in the drawing, which ferve

to thew how fternly this giant ftruggles for life, and furrenders to
all-conquering time.

 How a Druid would reverence this attar, we will not pretend 6
fay, but-as an image of fuperannuation, or a prodigy in Nature,
furely no eye of tafte could pafs it unobferved. - The leading
branch, fell by a ftorm in the year 1718, which being meafured
with accuracy, was found o contain five ton and two feet of wood,
excluding every part lefs than fix inches fquare; and fuppofing the
trunk to be found only to feven feet high, the:contents within that
limitation would be forty ton and ten feet of wood, Before its ac-
¢idental mutilation, the fhade it fpread is faid to have been near
half an acre. Thus conftiuning in a fingle tree, almoft a wood
jtfelf; which reminds us of the ancient Sycamore that arrefted
Xerxes to admire'it, when on his mxhtary march, and under whofe
fpreading branches he repofed himfelf and Court.

I This
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This oak is the property of a Lady Dowager Peters, the reli&
of Lord William Sturton ; having pafled through the feveral fami-~
Lies of Lord Roos, the Snawfdales, Hammertons and Walmfleys.
The foil it grows upon is gravelly, near the river Nidd, about
two miles South-Eaft from the village of Walfhford, on the turn-.
pike road leading from: Wetherby to Boroughbridge,. on. a.fpace
or green adjoining a. farm-houfe belonging to- the fame Lady,
and now inhabited by Mr. Parker, being fituated rather high,
though not expofed, nor yet embarrafled by any ather timber.,

To fay the acorns have been much coveted to propagate in divers:
parts of the kingdom, and even abroad, is but to exprefs that the
parties have probably been led more by curiofity than judgment
in that cafe, fince its infirmities, even in its meridian ftate, could: -
not reafonably promife an iffue, that would not in fome degree.
partake of the parent’s imperfe@ions. ‘The fize of the trunk firft
given me, and whicly excited my journey to fee it, was that of:
twenty-feven yards fix inches and an half in circumference; bue
from an exa& menfuration, a few inches from the bafe,, I found
it to be only eighteen. yards, as {pecified with its other dimenfions:
in the draught. To reconcile this difference, it may be fuppofed ta.
have lately fhrunk; the operator alfo, jealous perhaps of the re-
putation of his favourite obje¢t, might follow the ramifications of
the root, which in part appears, or yet the furrows or indentings
of the bole, with which it is fully ftored; and laft of all, errox
itfelf might have crept into the account.

Thofe who are curious in refearches of this. kind, may meet
with a plentiful harveft in Evelyn’s Silva, and Oldys’s Britith Libra-
rian, of extraordinary inftances forcign and domeftic, concerning:

the
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the longevity and magnitude of trees under various clafles, blended
with much ancient reading, credulity, and fabulous tradition.
We likewife refer to Mr, Pennant’s pleafing tour to Scotland, for
a few recent fa&@s of the fame kind. In refpe& to fize, Evelyn:
recites a tree in Brazil of 120 feet in circuit, but omits quotmg his;
authority,

I cannot clofe this defcription of the Cowthorp Oak, without:
fympathifing with it for the wounds- fuftained in the many ftub-
born conflits, amidft the war of elements, and particularly in the
November ftorms in. 1703, and 1718; a veteran which hath feen
the moft permanent caftles, forefts and empires rife and fall, nay,
the globe itfelf fwept clean from all animal life in numerous fuc-
ceffions, yet maintaining that venerable dignity in decay, which
commands our awe, and even enthufia{m..

Since the above account, I received Dr. Hunter’s edition of
Evelyn’s Silva, wherein the ingenious and philofophic editor, hath
given us a Winter view of this oak, in a fine engraving from a de-
lineation upon the fpot, by William Burgh, Efq. The Do&or’s
note concludes thus, « When compared to this (Cowthorp Oak) alk
¢ other trees are but children of the foreft.” The drawing in my
poffeflion, being made in Summer, exhibits the foliage with the
parts now dead. or alive, and ferves as a contraft to the other; al-
‘though as an obje& of antiquity, or a Wmter-pxece, the leaflefs oak
perhaps appears more in charaéter.

The Oak, the noble and lufty emblem of ftrength and beauty,
bath been always fo celebrated for rank among the trees of the.

foreft,
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foreft, and in the vegetable {yftem, as to be deemed worthy the
peculiar care of the leading Power of remote mythology, and to
conftitute the cradle of Crete, where, and in its vicinity, the firft
naval power was nurfed. We in Great-Britain, to whom the Cretan
power, may be faid to have been transferred, are under the moft
binding obligations to the qualities of this ornamental tree, as, by
means of its floating bulwarks, it hath fecured to us every benefit,
and obviated many calamities of furrounding and envious nations.
Hence, we ought to habituate ourfelves to cherifh -the culture and
patronage of fo effential a fupport of our intereft, this guardian of
our conftitution, defender of our hearths and altars, and with the
Poet (Metaftafio) view this fovereign of the woods, this robuft fon
of the earth, ready to forfake.its native realm, and triumph on the

ocean, to protett that foil from whence it launched with the fair
defcendants of its heirs.and fucceflors.

" Tn fpeaking of the Cowthorp Oak, we have not recited it as
-a fubje& of any intrinfic value, and therefore beg leave to mention
in this ;place, for the honour of our Ifland, and particularly the
county of York, that there grew in this century two oaks, among
‘many others of a great fize, at IJenton, near Otley, under the a

pellation of Lord and Lady (fo‘rmcrly the eftate of General Baron
Fairfax) which fold for forty pounds each; a price which the beft
oaks ufed in the Royal Navy rarely exceed. But here it muft be
obferved, that the purchafes for our naval yards, are confined to
the quantity of ufeful timber, of which few fingle trees produce
more than fix loads, and prices vary on the vicinity or diftance to
water canveyance.

M,
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Mr, Grofe in his defcription of Dudley Caftle, Staffordfhire, (fee
Britith Antiquities) mentions an oak table twenty-five yards long,
and one yard broad, made of a fingle plank; the tree from
which it ‘was-taken, is faid to have contained upwards of one
hundred tons of wood:Y -

If modern report deceives not, there was a tree of fuch mag-
nitude and quality, called the Squillet Oak, on the -eftate of Sir
Walter, now Lord, Bagot, that it, fold, about thirty ycars ago, for
one hundred guineas. s plank is {aid-to have meafured upon the
.quarter, four feet one inch over. Evelyn mentions a famous elm
bearing ninety-feven tons of wood, upon the fame demefnes, a
part of the country ftill produive of the nobleft fpecimens of foreft
vegetation. Tt is much that Evelyn fhould not mention this Oak
of Cowthorp; his filence on the occafion, thews the litle corre-
fpondence and intercoutfe that Naturalifts and counties'then had
.comparatively with each other. We are obliged tp Dr. Alexander
Hunter of York, for the novelty of its introduétion, in the late
-edition of that work.

“‘The Shire Oak was an ancient mode of giving name to a diftri&
-or fubdivifion of a county, by a mark expreffive of permanency,
corruptly called Skyrac, or Shirac, from the Odk, many fragments,
oor rather integuments of which.are now ftanding, which denomi-
mate jurifdiGtions, fettled in the time of Alfred. In Livy we find
an Ambaffador addreffing an oak as a Sage: Tum ex legatis unus
abiens « Et hac, inqust, Sacrata Quercas, et quicquid.deorum ef} audsunt
¢ fadus a vobis ruptum.” (Lib. 3. fe&, 25.)

K ‘Whether



-( 38 )

. Whether the widening circles which we fee in a tranfverfe feétion
of timber, in its thriving ftate, precifely mark its annual progrefs
as hath been fuggefted, we do not definitively pronounce; but in
thofe we have examined with an ideca to thag folution, it was fonad
that thofe difcriminations gradually foften and obliterae, as wood
defcends into old age.

Beforg I difmifs my pen,-allow me to fubjoin an account of the
Monument ere@ed in Caftle Mallwood Walk, in the parith of
Minftead, New Foreft, Hants, aljuded to in the preceding part
of this defcription.

On a triangular pillar of ftone, No. 1. on the Eaft-fide < Here
“ ftood the oak tree on which an arrow fhot by Sir Walter Tyrrell,
¢ at a ftag, glanced and ftruck King William the Second, furnamed
« Rufus, in the breaft, of which he inftantly died, on the 2d day
“ of Auguft, A.D. 1100.” '

No. 2. Northerly.

« King William the Second, furnamed Rufus, being flain as is
¢¢ before related, was laid in a cart belonging to one Purkefs, and
¢ drawn from hence to Winchefter, and buried in the Cathedral
« Church of that city.” ‘

No. 3. Weftesly.

“ A.D. 1745. That where an event fo memorable had hap-
¢ pened, might not be hereafter unknown, this ftone was fet up
“ by John Lord Delawar, who has feen the tree growing in this
< place.” .

This
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This pillar is inclofed with a fquare timber frame of four pofts
and two bars to each. Purkefs is the country-man’s name, who
had the remains of the cart, fhafts, &c. The above Lord Dela-~
war, who died in March 1766, aged 75 years, hearing of this cir-
cumftance, called on a then prefent Purkefs, the defcendant of the
one abovementioned, to buy thofe remains of the cart, but received
for anfwer, that he had burnt them that year, fuel being fcarce.
This fame family of Purkefs has continued much in the fame eftate
ever fince, being always mafter of a fmall cart and three lean
forefters or horfes.

POST-
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POSTSCRIPT

HE following detail of oeconomical regulations at Denton,

extraGted from a manufcript compofed and written by
Thomas (firft) Lord Fairfax, being grown curious by Time, I
here prefentit. In the fame manual are rules laid down appli-
cable to the ftables and to equerry, which tend equally to fhew the
decorum and order then obferved by men of rank and regularity.

Trablatus per T. primum Dominum, FAIRFAX, circa 1610 conceptus
et compofits.

O RDEZR for the H O U S E.
REMEMBRANCE for SERVANTS.

THAT all the fervants be ready upon the Tarras att
fuch tymes as the Straingers doe come, to attend
their alightings.

- That one of the Chappell bells be rung before the Prayes.
prayers one quarter of an houer, att which fumons the.
Buttler muft prepair for coveringe, but not cover.

L When
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Purter; When prayers fthall beginne (or a very litde before)
the gates on all fides muft be thut and locked, and the
Porter muft come into prayers, with the keyes, and after
fervice done, the gates muft be opened untill the Uther,
warne to the Drefler.

Butler. The Buttler, with the Yeoman of the Chamber, or fome
other Yeoman, muft goe to cover; the prayers done,
formes and cuffins where the Ladyes and the reft de fitt
muft be removed.

sewouiter  Afier fupper (I meane of the fervants) they muft pre-
fently repair into the dyninge chamber, and there remove
ftooles, fee what other things be neceflary, and attend
further dire&ing untill liveryes bee ferved, which they
muft be ready for upon the warnings; and in the mean-
time let the Buttler (with one to helpe him) make them
ready, and lett ngt thofe fervants depart untill the beft
fort of the Straingers have taken their lodgins. And the
Porter muft locke the doors and keep the keys.

 Morning. Let the fervants attend by feaven of the clock in the
morning in the hall.

Breakfaf). The Clark of the Kitchin muft appoynt the Cocks what
mnft be for breakfaft for the Ladyes in their chambers,
and likewife for the Gentlemen in the hall or parlor;
which muft be ferved by eight of the clock in the morn-
ing, and not after. Dinner muft be ready by elcaven of
the clock; prayers after tenne, and the order obferved
as beforefaid.

The
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The great chamber beinge ferved, the Steward: and Hall
Chaplaine muft fitt down in the hall, and call unto them
the Gentleman, if there be any unplaced above, and

then the fervants of the Straingers as their mafters be in
degree.

The 'USHER’ WORDES of DIRECTIONS,

Firft, when they goe to cover he muft go before them For the Uhen
thro” the hall, crying, By your leaves, Gentlemen, ftand
by. The covering done, hee muft fay, Gentlemen and
Yeomen, for plates. ‘Then he muft warne to the dreffer;
Gentlemen and Yeomen to.dreflcs. And he muft attend
the meate goinge through the hall, crying, By your leaves,
my Mafters: likewife he muft warne for the fecond courfe,
and attend it as aforefaid. —If bread or beair be wanting
on the hall table, he muft call aloud at the barre, Bread
or beair for the hall.—If any unworthy fellow doo unman-
nerly get himfelf down before his betters, he muft take
him up, or place him lower.

Lett the beft fathioned and apparrelled fervants attend Fortlic chambye
above the Salte*, the reft below.—If one fervant have oc-
cafion to fpeake to another about ferving at the table, lett
him whifper, for noys is uncivile. If any fervant have
occafion to go forth of the chamber, lett him make hafte,
and fee that noe more then twoo be abfent; and for pre-
venting of errants, let all fauces be ready at the doore, for
even one mefs of muftard will take a2 man’s attendance
from the table; but leaft any thing happen unexpeéted,

¢ The antient cuftom was to have falt in a large veflel, which was placed neareft
the upper part of the table,

lett
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lett the boy etand within the chambre door for errants;
and fee that your water and doyler be ready foo foon as’

meat is ferved and fet on the table without. Have a
good eye to the board for empty dithes, and placinge of
others, and lett not the board be unfurnithed.

The cpborrd.  Lett no man fill beair or wine but the cupboard keeper,
who muft make choife of his glaffes or cups for the com-
pany, and not ferve them hands over heads: he mutft alfo
know which be for beair, which for wine ; for it were a
foule thing to mix them together.~—Once again let me ad-
monifh filence, for it is the greateft part of civility.—Lett
him which doth order the table, be the laft man in to fee
that nothing be left behind that thould be taken away.

Many thinge I canot remember, which I refer to your
good cares, otherwifc 1 fhould feceme to write a booke
hereof, T. FA.

‘We likewife add a fpccimen of poetry in the reign of Henry VIIL.
from the fame book, which we think below the ftandard of that
time, to {hew its then barbarous and gothic ftate, The 7th, middle,
and laft divifions, are only féle¢ted, prefuming that fample will
{ufficiently fatiate.

A copie of un olde partchment booke in folio containynge 3 kaves, once
remaining in the Cuflodye of Sir Edward Plumpton Kt, beinge the
-pedegree, lives deathes of the moft noble familye of the percies from
foure defents before the conqueft to that Earles Sonne that was flaine
by the. Commons att T hir fke tempore Hen: 7 the becke is in fotio &

conteynes 76 devifions, each of them -confifleth of [eaven wverfes

(Rhyme Degarell) . :
- The




( 45)

The title

here beginneth the prologue of this little treatife followinge which is the defcent
of the Lord perciyes made & compiled brieflye by me Willm Peeris, Clarke &
Preifte, Secretaire to the right noble Earle Henry sth Earle of northumberland

7tb devifion

Afore the Congueft many years revolv’d the year of our Lord 933

the fourth yeare of King Alred of England obtaininang the monarchie as in tha
fecond book of Wille of Malmfbury

Cronickles is rem the progenitors of the Percies of Stocke aund in the Cuntry

of Denmarke & Norway, flowred in high felicitye

and doubtlefle they were of great nobillitye

and with famous Duke Rollo out of the faid Cuntrey they came

when hee took his Journey to Conquer normandye with many a nobleman,

24

The firft Willm Percye in England was an a&ive man of warr
& into the holy Land hee went att the great voyage
with Robert Duke of Normandye to the Conquerer
of the which great Journey & dangerous paffage
in his fourth booke Willea Mounke of Malmfburye right difcreat & Sage
where he treateth of the noble Godfrey of bulloiyne
and of the faid Duke Roberte journinge to Jerufalem.

-y

72

This noble Earle in Kinge Henry the VIIths tyme

by the infurreétion of the Commons att Thirfk was flaine in the caufe-of his kinge,
Oh horrible mifcheifz o moft cruell cryme

. ]9 our Days hath not bene feene fo deteftable a thmge
there owne natural Lord the Commons fo murtheringe
hee godly commandinge them in the Kinge name
to do but their duties to their prince to keep themfelves from blame.
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